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INTERVIEW 


Investigating the Kennedy Assassination 
by Veronika Kyrylenko — President John F. Kennedy's anti-war 
stance made him a target of the intelligence community and the 


military. 
POLITICS 


The Deep State 


& the Kennedy Assassination 
by Andrew Muller — While the official narrative of the Kennedy 
assassination is that shooter Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone, it’s 
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more likely that Kennedy was taken out by the Deep State. 3 
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POLITICS 

Who Killed Kennedy? 


by Steve Byas — The assassination of President John E Kennedy has 
given rise to numerous theories and speculations as alternatives to 
the mainstream narrative. Here we examine some of them. 


JFK Assassination Misdirection 

by Alex Newman — After the Kennedy assassination, the 
mainstream media tried to blame right-wing conservatives for his 
death. This is another example of Deep State misdirection. 


JFK’s Rule Was No Camelot 

by R. Cort Kirkwood — While often fondly referred to as 
“Camelot,” the JFK years brought corruption and vice into the White 
House. 
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The Kennedys and Joe McCarthy 

by R. Cort Kirkwood — Senator Joe McCarthy has been maligned 
by the establishment for decades as a right-wing nut. But not many 
knew he that was a close friend of the Kennedy family. 
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The Final Witness: A Kennedy Secret Service Agent Breaks His 
Silence After 60 Years by Paul Landis 
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Uncovering the Coverup 


This month marks the 60th anniversary of 
the assassination of John F. Kennedy on 
November 22, 1963. 

Sixty years — and yet, we still do not 
know for sure who killed the president. 

Lee Harvey Oswald? He may have 
been a gunman who opened fire upon the 
president as he traveled through Dealey 
Plaza in an open-top convertible lim- 
ousine. But does this mean that Oswald 
alone killed JFK? That is the conclusion 
of the Warren Commission that investi- 
gated the assassination, but most Ameri- 
cans don’t buy it. 

In fact, most Americans didn’t buy it 
before Paul Landis, a former Secret Ser- 
vice agent who rode on the right running 
board of the limousine immediately be- 
hind Kennedy’s, recently came forward 
with his own firsthand account that, if 
true (and we have no reason to believe 
otherwise), demolishes the already 
hard-to-believe “magic bullet” theory. 
And without a “magic bullet” — that is, 
without a bullet that seemed to perform 
magically without actually violating fun- 
damental principles of physics — Oswald 
could not have been a lone gunman. 

But the question of who killed the pres- 
ident is not limited to who actually pulled 
the trigger. 

Who planned the assassination? Who 
ordered it? Oswald famously said he was 
a “patsy” before he was permanently 
silenced by his own assassination. But 
what was he, really? Was he nothing 
more than a scapegoat? Or was he a patsy 
in the sense that he was being thrown to 
the wolves by conspirators far higher up 
than he? 

The answer may well be in JFK as- 
sassination files that have still not been 
made public. There may even be impor- 
tant clues in the redacted parts of al- 
ready-released documents. Certainly the 
withholding of evidence 60 years after 
the fact strongly suggests that the pow- 
ers that be are hiding something they do 
not want the American people to know. 
It also suggests that what in our own 
times is called the “Deep State” may be 
complicit in the assassination as well as 
the coverup. After all, how would releas- 
ing the files today endanger witnesses or 
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jeopardize U.S. security? What possible 
explanation could there be for keeping 
the evidence under wraps other than 
that the Deep State is trying to prevent 
its own involvement from becoming 
known? 

Donald Trump declassified some of 
the documents when he was president. In 
July, Roger Stone, a longtime confidant 
of Trump, said in a Real America’s Voice 
interview that he asked Trump why he did 
not release all of the documents. Accord- 
ing to Stone, Trump answered, “I can’t 
tell you. It’s so horrible you wouldn’t be- 
lieve it. Someday you'll find out.” 

That “someday” could be much sooner 
than we might think. In July, Trump post- 
ed on Truth Social, “When I return to the 
White House, I will declassify and unseal 
all JFK assassination related documents. 
It’s been 60 years, time for the American 
people to know the TRUTH!” Another 
presidential candidate, Robert F. Ken- 
nedy, Jr., JFK’s nephew, also wants the 
files released. 

RFK, Jr. believes that the CIA killed his 
uncle. In an interview with The Gateway 
Pundit in May, he said that Oswald was 
a “CIA asset.” He also said that Oswald 
had defected to the Soviet Union, but that 
this was a “fake defection” ordered by the 
CIA. It is indisputable that Oswald de- 
fected, for a time, to the Soviet Union. 
But was this defection orchestrated by the 
CIA? And, if it was, does this mean that 
he could not have been both a communist 
and a CIA asset? In truth, he could have 
been both, as were others within the CIA. 
Interestingly, even during police interro- 
gation following the JFK assassination, 
he reportedly professed to being a Marx- 
ist, though not a communist. 

We invite you to read our Special Re- 
port about the JFK assassination, begin- 
ning with our exclusive interview with 
Dr. John Newman, who was in U.S. Army 
intelligence, was an assistant to the NSA 
director, and has investigated the JFK as- 
sassination for many years and written 
extensively on the subject. We also en- 
courage you to add your own voice to the 
demand that all JFK assassination docu- 
ments be released. Ml 

— Gary Benoit 
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INVESTIGATING THE 
KENNEDY ASSASSINATION 


President John F. Kennedy's anti-war stance made him a target of the intelligence 
community and the military. 


ew events in American political history are more mysteri- 
F ous and controversial than the assassination of President 

John F. Kennedy. Dr. John M. Newman is a rare breed of 
historian who has meticulously examined and reexamined his- 
torical evidence concerning the complexity of the power hierar- 
chy in the United States, numerous international and domestic 
events of the Cold War, and covert spy wars that led to the trag- 
edy on November 22, 1963. Below is an abridged version of the 
hour-and-a-half-long interview with Dr. Newman conducted by 
The New American senior editor Veronika Kyrylenko on October 
25. The full interview is available at TheNewAmerican.com as a 
video with the accompanying transcript. 


The New American: Your extensive, three-decade-long inves- 
tigation into the JFK case has established you as a globally re- 
nowned expert in this field.... What was so controversial about 
your book [JFK and Vietnam] that it got suppressed? 

Dr. John Newman: Because I had absolute proof that President 
Kennedy had ordered the withdrawal from Vietnam. And that 
would change history if he did not die. And then, when he died, 
we went into Vietnam. If he had not been assassinated, there 
would have been no Vietnam War. And the Vietnam War cost 


Veronika Kyrylenko, Ph.D. is a senior editor and regular contributor for The New 
American. Her work has appeared at the Western Journal, American Thinker, The 
Hill, and other publications. 
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East and West all the trade and the routes to get all the equipment 
and weapons over there for that war. It consumed resources and 
time. It was a huge war for a long time. 

And by the time it was over, the United States, which was su- 
preme in terms of its foreign currency reserves and all kinds of 
things, was just about on par with Japan and Germany, which 
had been the enemies in World War II. That’s how bad it was.... 
Kennedy wasn’t supposed to get elected. They thought [Richard] 
Nixon was going to get elected. He changed history because they 
[the U.S. military establishment] would have gone to war instantly. 
And so, for four years — actually, no, even for three years — Ken- 
nedy did all kinds of things for poor people, Social Security, and 
all these ... things. But he was too scared to bring in new people to 
the CIA and the Pentagon. He didn’t do it. He was afraid to do that. 


TNA: Let’s talk about the historical context of the early 1960s in 
America, which was marked with serious challenges and threats 
on the one hand and with achievements and optimism for the 
future on the other. What are the key facts that are important to 
know about the domestic and international climate during the 
Kennedy presidency? 
Dr. Newman: The Americans thought that the Russians were 
going to take the entire continent and go all the way to the Atlan- 
tic Ocean. That wasn’t true. Stalin had too much on his plate. But 
it was the Cold War, with what Churchill called the Iron Curtain. 
So, it wasn’t like we weren’t fighting each other. We weren’t 
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using bombs and bullets because they 
were nuclear. That’s the problem. So, no- 
body really wants to blow up the whole 
planet except for the [Joint Chiefs of 
Staff]. They didn’t realize what Oppen- 
heimer and Einstein knew, which is that if 
they had gotten what they asked for, there 
wouldn’t be an Earth left today. 

That’s how crazy these generals were. 
So, it was a really scary decade afterwards, 
because in 1956, a war started. The Cold 
War turned into a hot war. And it involved 
three countries: Israel, Great Britain, and 
France, wanting to go in and conquer in 
Egypt and take Gaza and the Suez Canal. 

Eisenhower refused to participate in it. 
That was the beginning of a really hot war. 
And the thing that started it made it even 
worse because Eisenhower wanted to find 
out whether the Soviets were going to par- 
ticipate or not. 

And he had a new toy, the U-2. It’s a 
spy plane that flies at 80,000 feet. Now, 
Khrushchev had a mole in the United 
States, in the CIA, a high-level mole — so 
high that he had the technical details of 
the U-2. 

But along the way, it’s important to note 
that we had another guy whose name was 
Pyotr Popov. He defected to us in 1952. 
He was a GRU officer of the Soviet mili- 
tary intelligence. 

The KGB [was] going to arrest him. 
There were just so many reasons why he 
wasn’t going to survive. But he decided to 
go home. And he did. And he got execut- 
ed. But the last thing he told his case of- 
ficer, [CIA Research Council Chair] Keith 
Walter, was, “Oh, by the way, there is a 
KGB mole high echelon in the CIA that 
has [leaked] details of the U-2,” in April 
1958, before he went back to Moscow. 

But the fact that he told Keith Walter, 
that is where [Lee Harvey] Oswald comes 
in, because what he has done is just now 
inform the CIA about this high-echelon 
mole with the U-2 specifications. 

Popov told Keith Walter [about the 
mole], and Walter told his boss in the So- 
viet Russia division, [James Jesus] Angle- 
ton, who’s head of counterintelligence. 
Angleton goes and asks [the CIA’s Office 
of Security head] Bruce Solie, “Who is the 
mole?” Angleton does not know he [Solie] 
is the mole and he [Angleton] always tells 
everything he knows to Solie. 

[Because Solie was the KGB mole], ev- 
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erything goes to Moscow... all the way up 
to the fall of the Soviet Union, the entire 
gamut of Western spy services was an ex- 
tension of the KGB. 

I’m the one who discovered who he 
was in this book Uncovering Popov’s 
Mole, which is why it’s causing lots of 
aches and pains everywhere, because it 
changes everything that we thought we 
knew about the upper echelons of the 
CIA. It turns out that the function of a 
mole hunt in the CIA is done in the Office 
of Security, not the counterintelligence 
staff, where Angleton was. 

What Solie did before Oswald showed 
up was to get all of the Records Integration 
Division and the Office of Mail Logistics 
inside the CIA and say, “Every govern- 


ment document about the Oswald trip to 
the Soviet Union and defection goes to my 
desk alone.” 

So, nobody knew except for Bruce 
Solie. Everything that was being said and 
talked about in the CIA, about Oswald’s 
trip. It really didn’t matter how much Os- 
wald knew about the U-2 as he did [as he 
worked on the U-2 in Japan], which is why 
he was chosen. 

They [the CIA] called him a useful idiot. 
He liked to play spy and he would play on 
one side or the other side. He didn’t care. 
It was a big deal for him, and he didn’t 
realize over the years that he was digging 
his own grave. 

So, Oswald went [to the USSR], and 
it worked. And so, eventually, he was re- 


If [Kennedy] had not been assassinated, there would 
have been no Vietnam War. And the Vietnam War cost 
East and West all the trade and the routes to get all 

the equipment and weapons over there for that war. It 
consumed resources and time. It was a huge war for a 


long time. 


of power, diverting valuable time and resources and altering critical trade routes. Had JFK been 
allowed to continue his presidency, this conflict may never have come to pass. 
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cruited [by the KGB]. Oswald stays there 
for a while and he’s interrogated by a lot 
of people in Minsk, in the KGB higher 
school of counterintelligence. 

That is how Oswald was sent and why. 
That has nothing to do with Oswald, who 
was murdered after he allegedly murdered 
JFK. That’s a whole other story, [that hap- 
pened] years later. But you have to under- 
stand who Oswald was and why he was 
sent there. 

[But we need to talk about the sequenc- 
es that led to the JFK assassination]. 

[The key elements are] Armageddon 
and the military coup with the CIA’s sup- 
port. So, there were some rogue elements 
inside of the CIA. 


TNA: What are these elements? And what 
was their agenda? 

Dr. Newman: Well, first of all, you’ve 
got people in the security office who are 
not Solie who are doing their own thing. 
You’ve got people who were working with 
[CIA Director] Allen Dulles and his pro- 
teges or a few of those people in different 
places in the CIA. 

Allen Dulles was a very powerful man 
and his brother [John Foster Dulles] was 
head of the State Department. And during 
World War II they were working with Wall 
Street firms to provide Hitler with 80 per- 
cent or 60 percent of all of his iron while 
American soldiers were being killed on the 
battlefield. That’s who ends up in power. 


Dulles is the guy who allows Angleton to 
be his counterintelligence chief under one 
condition. He told Angleton, “You can’t 
investigate me.” 

[And so there are] five sequences that 
explain generally, from a 20,000-foot-high 
altitude, low resolution, the way that the 
Kennedy assassination was arranged and 
how it was done. 

And it’s just nothing to do with Dealey 
Plaza [in Dallas, Texas], per se. 

Okay, first sequence. April 1961, the Bay 
of Pigs. It was not a stand-alone operation. 
The Joint Chiefs of Staff also wanted to go 
into Laos. This was two countries, not one. 
And the Bay of Pigs failure caused [Presi- 
dent] Kennedy not to go into Laos because 
they were happening at the same time. 
[Kennedy] showed a bunch of these memos 
that he got from the Joint Chiefs, [saying] 
“Thank God for the Bay of Pigs because we 
would be in Laos right now.” They [the mil- 
itary] wanted him to use nuclear [weapons. | 
They wanted to use nuclear weapons in the 
South. And so, this was the first time they 
wanted to start Armageddon. And that’s 
what it would be because we didn’t have 
enough ground forces to win a campaign 
in Cuba or in Laos. 

So why are the Joint Chiefs asking 
Kennedy to go into both of those places 
when it’s impossible to win? That’s a very 
difficult question, but it’s a very easy an- 
swer because they’re going to use nuclear 
weapons. They didn’t need ground forces. 
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New spy toy: The U-2 spy plane was at the center of the spy wars. Armed with knowledge of its 
technical specifications and fueled by his adventurous spirit, young Marine Lee Harvey Oswald 


found himself recruited by the CIA. 


8 


TNA: Were they not afraid of retaliation? 
Dr. Newman: They knew something about 
the balance of nuclear power. They knew 
when it would actually be the best time. 
And that was the fall of 1963. Guess who 
dies in the fall of 1963? Okay. So anyway, 
the first time they tried to get Armageddon 
started under Kennedy was Laos and the 
Bay of Pigs. 

The second sequence is the same year, 
the second half of the year, July through 
December. And in July, there’s a crazy 
SIOP [Single Integrated Operational Plan 
for nuclear warfare] brief for President 
Kennedy by a small part of the National 
Security Council called the NATO Evalu- 
ation Subcommittee. They briefed him for 
the next year, which at that time would 
have been ’62, but they didn’t brief the 
South for ’62. [The] briefing [was about] 
how the Soviet Union and the United 
States fared against each other in a nuclear 
war. And it just so happens that by the time 
Kennedy comes in, Khrushchev had been 
bluffing the whole time about his ICBMs. 
He didn’t have any. Basically, in between 
the election and his actual inauguration, 
Kennedy finds out, oh, my gosh, we’ve got 
all these weapons. They don’t have any. 
So, what they told Kennedy during that 
briefing was, “Look, we think we have a 
good chance to do this in the fall of 1963. 
It will be the moment at which we have the 
mostest and they have the leastest.” And 
when you compare them, nuclear balance 
of power, and that’s [when] we do an all- 
out, complete spasmodic surprise attack 
on the communist countries. 

And Kennedy gets up, looks at them, 
shakes his head and says, “And we call 
ourselves the human race.” And walks 
out. He’s not going for it. 


TNA: They didn’t like it, did they? 

Dr. Newman: Oh, no. They didn’t like 
that. But they didn’t like him after the Bay 
of Pigs because he wouldn’t go in. You 
know, they promised him that he wouldn’t 
have to go in with combat troops because 
he said he wouldn’t. He wasn’t going to 
do it no matter what happened. 

They said, fine, no problem. They were 
sure he would change his mind once those 
Cuban exiles were getting butchered on 
the beachhead. Kennedy said, no, this is 
on you guys. But publicly, he took the 
blame for it, but they hated each other. 
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That’s the beginning of the motive 
for getting rid of this guy because 
he would not play ball with [the 
Pentagon]. They don’t have any 
respect for him at all. 

Moving down through the se- 
quences. So, July and December. 
The other part of that second se- 
quence is the Berlin crisis, which 
starts that summer and comes to a 
head in December. 

And here’s the Joint Chiefs and 
they got a new special SIOP, all 
waiting for him to start. So, you’ve 
got Checkpoint Charlie, you’ve 
got the tanks, you’ve got Soviet 
tanks and American tanks pointing 
at each other with their guns, with 
the engines running. They’re ready 
to fire and start World War ITI. 

And Kennedy had it all figured 
out. He had something better. He 
was going to show the world how 
much [weaponry] we had. And he 
did that a couple of days before 
that standoff at Checkpoint Char- 
lie, and it was huge, [he] released 
to the world to show how many 
nuclear weapons we had, all the 
ICBMs and all of our aircraft car- 
riers and all these things. 

And a lot of them had multiple inde- 
pendently targetable warheads. And the 
poor Russians didn’t have anything. And 
Khrushchev was embarrassed, so were the 
military over there, because this was a big 
shock. Everybody thought that the Soviets 
were in the lead. So, Kennedy turned the 
tables on them, and it stopped the second 
time they asked for Armageddon. 

The third sequence comes in the first 
half of the next year. In 1962 there were 
two operations, called Mongoose and 
Northwoods. It involves the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. And what they wanted to do was 
to say, “Okay. You didn’t want to do it in 
Cuba because they were a little country, 
and they hadn’t done anything. How about 
if we do a pretext, what we’re going to 
do is shoot down a couple of planes or 
a plane going over the Gulf down there 
and any Cubans in dinghies that are try- 
ing to escape, we will kill them. And then 
we’ll shoot some people in Miami and do 
the same thing in Washington, D.C., and 
blame it all on Fidel Castro so that the 
American people will be willing to go to 
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Inside information: Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev had a 
mole in the CIA, Bruce Solie, who oversaw all information on 
the CIA’s human assets staff and defectors. 


war. In fact, they will demand it. So, if we 
give you a pretext, how about that?” And 
he looks at [General Lyman] Lemnitzer, 
and tells him to take a hike, and that’s the 
end of that. So that is the third time that 
they put Armageddon on the table, Opera- 
tion Northwoods, just before the Cuban 
Missile Crisis. 

So, the fourth sequence happens in the 
summer of 1963. Now what starts it allis a 
completely crazy thing. The Buddhists are 
burning themselves in the streets [in Viet- 
nam], dousing themselves with gasoline 
and lighting themselves up.... It appears 
to me that Kennedy suspected he wasn’t 
going to live. 

He had not been doing things that he 
wanted to do for a very long time, like 
civil rights. Martin Luther King was one 
of the reasons why he got elected in the 
first place. At this point, he thinks if he 
doesn’t say what he really believes, no- 
body will ever know. So, he accelerates 
his secret plan to withdraw from Vietnam. 
We were supposed to be starting in ’64 and 
then get everybody out after ’65, after the 
new election. Now he realizes time is run- 


ning out. And if he did think that he 
was right, he only had three months 
to live. And so, he accelerates the 
withdrawal plan to a thousand out, 
right now, in 1963. He kept it secret 
for a little while, but not long. By 
October 3, he put it in the National 
Security Action memorandum, and 
it was made public. 

That really drove the Joint Chiefs 
crazy mad because that was now 
out in the newspapers. Kennedy 
also gave a commencement speech 
to American University. Nobody 
saw the text and didn’t know what 
he was going to say. And he got 
up there and he made a special ap- 
peal to Khrushchev and the Soviet 
Union for detente. Right now. He 
even offered to let the Soviet Union 
participate in the American space 
race. You know how the general 
felt about that one. Not very good. 
He does this thing that just goes all 
over the world, this detente, and 
Khrushchev doesn’t go for it. So, 
Kennedy’s rebuffed. 

But the third thing he does is 
he admits that he’s done nothing 
on civil rights and he’s apologiz- 
ing for that. 

And that’s the end. Now, withdrawal 
from Vietnam comes out. He has six 
weeks left in his life and during that time 
is the fifth sequence, and here’s what hap- 
pens. That crazy plan we call, that crazy 
SIOP in 1961, that said the fall of 63 is the 
right time, is still in play. Because it is fall 
of 63. And we do have this big advantage. 
That’s number one. 

Number two is Lee Harvey Oswald 
[who worked for the CIA] and his Cas- 
tro activities in the United States. Once 
he comes back from the Soviet Union, he 
starts wearing a placard, Viva Fidel, and 
walking around Dallas, and then he goes 
to New Orleans. And all summer long he’s 
baiting the anti-Castro guys after having 
offered them money. And so, they’re get- 
ting into fights. And he gets all over the 
news down there. And FBI director J. 
Edgar Hoover doesn’t know what’s going 
on, but he smells a rat, and he doesn’t like 
it. So, he starts sending big memos all the 
way to the top of the CIA. They don’t go 
everywhere. They only go to a few spe- 
cial places. So, what actually happens in- 
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Well, it’s really obvious that [Kennedy] was scared 
in the beginning. When he came in, he should 
have done what everybody else does, put his own 
people in the Pentagon and the CIA. He didn’t do 


that. He let them stay. 


side the CIA? What’s very important for 
the motorcade that Kennedy is going to 
be on a few weeks later, is that nobody 
knows that Oswald is even back [from 
the USSR]. You couldn’t look at anything 
about Oswald. You couldn’t put anything 
in the file unless you got permission from 
the espionage division of the FBI. Now, 
at this time, when Oswald goes to Mex- 
ico City to try and go back to the Soviet 
Union again, second time through Cuba, 
somebody turns off the red lights in the 
FBI now. So, when it comes to the Secret 
Service, looking if there are any threats to 
the people on this motorcade, the FBI is 
not flashing the red lights.... And so, you 
have all this suppression of knowledge so 
that the cover up will work. This is where 
the CIA is able to do this because the CIA 


is helping people in this, to suppress the 
story about what Oswald had been doing 
ever since he got back from the Soviet 
Union. 


So, Kennedy was surrounded by a 
very complicated net of conspiracy within 
his intelligence and military establish- 
ments? 

Dr. Newman: Not just one conspiracy, 
five of them. 


But you said he suspected. He was 
at such odds with this, what we now call 
the Deep State, that he decided to [go pub- 
lic with his plans]. 

Dr. Newman: Well, it’s really obvious 
that he was scared in the beginning. 
When he came in, he should have done 


“And we call ourselves the human race?” On four occasions during his presidency, the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff made attempts to entice Kennedy into waging nuclear warfare against communist 
countries. Each time, he firmly put a halt to their plans. 
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The John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum 


what everybody else does, put his own 
people in the Pentagon and the CIA. He 
didn’t do that. He let them stay. And 
when it came time to fire them all after 
the Bay of Pigs, he didn’t do that except 
... one at a time. So, he didn’t want any- 
body to know he was cleaning the house 
because he didn’t want to upset the Joint 
Chiefs. And everything he did was like 
that. And when Lemnitzer had to leave, 
Kennedy pins a medal on him. And we 
have a picture of that. Lemnitzer is look- 
ing at him, giving him the worst scary 
stare. And Kennedy is ... scared of him, 
and for a good reason. They did kill him 
in the end. 

The final thing is that during those six 
weeks, General Maxwell Taylor, who 
had started off supposedly as a friend, 
started doing things that were bad, like 
on Vietnam. 

And Kennedy said, okay, well, you’re 
fired from that. But he let him stay on be- 
cause he’d already worked his way into 
the family, into the Kennedy family. 

But by the time we get to the Cuban 
Missile Crisis in the fall of ’62, he be- 
comes the chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. That’s the job he really wanted, 
and he got it. And so now we fast forward 
to the last six weeks and guess what he 
does? What he does is to gut Kennedy’s 
withdrawal plan secretly behind [Sec- 
retary of Defense Robert] McNamara’s 
back. 

So, Kennedy and McNamara have no 
idea that’s been gutted. Not only that; it’s 
been replaced with a plan ... which is 
American full intervention in Vietnam in 
those six weeks. That’s what’s going on. 


The Warren Commission tasked 

with investigating the Kennedy assas- 
sination concluded that Lee Harvey Os- 
wald, who himself got killed the day after 
he assassinated Kennedy, had acted alone 
and that there was no conspiracy, either 
domestic or international, involved. 
Dr. Newman: You have to understand 
why that happened and how that hap- 
pened. That’s very simple. They told Earl 
Warren, who is the chief justice.... You 
see, this is crazy. Because now, President 
[Lyndon] Johnson decides he wants to 
have an investigation. Warren turned him 
down. What changed his mind was a little 
story about Mexico City. 
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Under pressure: Earl Warren, the head of the President’s Commission on the Assassination of 


President Kennedy, was told that if he didn’t go along with the story of a lone gunman, 40 million 


Americans would die in a nuclear holocaust. 


The CIA helped put the coverup togeth- 
er, which had to be put together before- 
hand. You can’t kill the president and then 
decide how to cover it up. 

The documents were taken out, and 
they were hidden so that the people that 
had to make plans and communicate, 
especially like with the motorcade and 
other things like that, didn’t know what 
was going on. 

So [the people who were behind the 
assassination] had two stories. One was 
for the public, and that was that Oswald 
was alone. That’s not what they said at the 
secret level to all those organizations, the 
FBI, CIA. They were told that Lee Harvey 
Oswald did kill Kennedy, but he did it with 
the KGB and Castro. 


But was it true? 

Dr. Newman: No, it wasn’t. But you 
know who was very scared? Moscow, be- 
cause they had used Oswald. They had re- 
cruited him, and they were afraid the next 
thing they were going to see was nuclear 
bombs. And that’s the first thing that Cas- 
tro said when he saw the news, but that 
didn’t happen. 

Earl Warren was told that if he didn’t go 
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along with the facade for the public, that 
because Oswald was working with Castro 
and the KGB, 40 million Americans were 
going to die. 

The top-secret story was that Castro and 
the KGB did it, and they used Oswald. So, 
this was a World War III thing. This was an 
Armageddon thing that they were hoping 
did start after Kennedy’s death. Kennedy 
got killed, Khrushchev was purged. And 
it was a very, very volatile time. And the 
only reason that the fourth time they tried 
to get Armageddon.... Guess who stopped 
it? LBJ! His ego was big enough. When 
he was waiting for the election results, he 
was overheard by Stanley Karnow, who 
wrote big books on Vietnam. He was in 
the hallway [outside of] the Oval Office. 
And there was LBJ saying to his Joint 
Chiefs, “Just get me elected and you can 
have your f-in war.” 


And so they did. 
Dr. Newman: It wasn’t until his inaugura- 
tion that he gave the go-ahead to go into 
Vietnam, which he started in April. But 
by then, the Soviet Union had too many 
ICBMs. And so, it was over, that imbal- 
ance that had been there all those times. 
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The chiefs tried not once, not twice, but 
four times to start Armageddon. And in 
the end, LBJ is the one who stops it. 

He didn’t know much about it. They 
wouldn’t tell him anything because he was 
drunk all the time and he would leak ev- 
erything.... Anyway, that’s the large story 
here. And it is all of the things we could 
have talked about. 


What are your thoughts regard- 

ing the possibility of the complete truth 
about the Kennedy assassination being 
revealed? Do you believe that Americans 
will ultimately learn who was responsible 
for this event? 
Dr. Newman: Well, they tried to stop 
me from doing JFK and Vietnam when 
I wrote volume four, all this stuff on 
YouTube, Facebook, all the social media 
things I said and everything everybody 
else said about my book was taken down 
instantly. And then the other thing that 
happened, and this is all in the space of 
24 hours, Kindle, Amazon, refused to 
publish my book, and the excuse they 
used was because I was publishing Bruce 
Solie’s travel records. And they said, 
“Well, those travel records are a little bit 
hard to read.” 


But the official investigation? JFK’s 
nephew, Robert Kennedy, Jr., whom you 
worked with and whom you know person- 
ally, is pledging an official investigation 
into his uncle’s death. Do you think he, if 
he is ever elected, will be allowed to learn 
the truth about what happened on Novem- 
ber 22, 1963? 

Dr. Newman: [He’d have] the power to do 
that because he would be the apex of the 
political hierarchy. Well, I can tell you that 
Democrats, like all of them, have failed to 
do this. They’re scared. 

There are people much bigger than the 
CIA. And they’ re behind who gets elected 
and who doesn’t get elected. 


In this regard, does it even matter if 
we have elections anymore? 
Dr. Newman: Well, that’s a problem, 
isn’t it? Because when our Republic was 
founded, it was founded upon the prin- 
ciple of an informed citizenry. Now, if we 
can’t find out what the president did the 
last four years, how do we know what to 
vote for? Hl 
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THE DEEP STATE 


& THE KENNEDY ASSASSINATION 


While the official narrative of the Kennedy assassination is that shooter Lee Harvey Oswald 
acted alone, it’s more likely that Kennedy was taken out by the Deep State. 


by Andrew Muller 


G ‘FE rom Dallas, Texas,” a solemn 
Walter Cronkite announced on 
CBS News, “the flash appar- 
ently official, President Kennedy died at | 
p.m. Central Standard Time — 2 o’clock 
Eastern Standard Time — some 38 min- 
utes ago.” 

This announcement rocked America 
and the entire globe on November 22, 
1963. 

Although most people could not put 
their finger on it, there was a general sense 
that something profound — more pro- 
found than the murder of a popular presi- 
dent — had occurred. In the days, weeks, 


Andrew Muller is a writer, researcher, and speaker on 
America s religious and constitutional heritage with 
the specific goal of sharing a biblical worldview and 


Americanism. 
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and months that subsequently passed, this 
sentiment progressively materialized. 
America witnessed its first televised mur- 
der when Jack Ruby shot and killed the 
only suspect ever named in the Kennedy 
assassination — Lee Harvey Oswald. 

A commission was hastily put together 
to investigate and posthumously convict 
Oswald. U.S. involvement in Vietnam 
rapidly increased. The profits and power 
of the military-industrial complex soared, 
and Kennedy’s brother Robert was assas- 
sinated in California while running for the 
U.S. presidency on an anti-war platform. 
Throughout this tumultuous and chaotic 
period, there was one group of powerful 
actors who never seemed concerned and 
who always seemed to benefit. They have 
gone by a variety of names in the past, but 
today we know them as the Deep State. 

It is this group of politicians, bureau- 
crats, operatives, influencers, and power 


brokers who had the motive, means, and 
opportunity not only to assassinate a sit- 
ting president, but to cover it up for the 
next 60 years. Once we understand who 
these people are, the power they wield, 
their motivations, and their ultimate goals, 
we begin to develop a lens that brings the 
situation into clear focus. With this lens, 
we are prompted to ask new questions, 
such as “why” JFK was killed, rather than 
“who” was physically behind the gun. 

When we consider this in light of an 
insider conspiracy, rather than the action 
of an isolated, down-on-his-luck mal- 
content with a cheap Italian carbine, we 
refine our understanding of the forces 
responsible for Kennedy’s death, and de- 
velop a new motivation to seize the levers 
of power from the authoritarian hands of 
the Deep State. By doing so, we can make 
something good come from this tragedy 
and regain some semblance of our self- 
governing, liberty-loving, constitutionally 
limited representative republic. 


What Is the Deep State? 

In recent years, the term “Deep State” has 
become popular in the United States to 
describe the shadowy forces behind the 
scenes seeking to manipulate American 
government, primarily, but also other sec- 
tors of society. Typically, those who use the 
term are referring to unelected bureaucrats, 
intelligence agencies, and others within the 
“permanent government.” 

The Deep State as it has become known 
today cannot be understood properly by 
merely considering it to be a stand-alone 
entity. As the late Georgetown University 
Professor Carroll Quigley explained in his 
book Tragedy and Hope, it operates along- 
side of and collaborated with internation- 
al communism. This is a critical facet of 
mid-century American politics that bears 
directly and heavily upon the murder in 
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Dallas in 1963. Indeed, no less than for- 
mer Congressman Martin Dies of Texas, 
who served for seven years as chairman 
of the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities, attributed the assassination of 
the president to the communist infiltration 
of the United States that had long been ig- 
nored, covered up, and even encouraged 
by its allies and fellow travelers within 
the Deep State. Many presidential admin- 
istrations, up to and including Kennedy’s 
own, failed to confront the threat of in- 
ternal communist subversion, Dies wrote 
in 1964 for American Opinion magazine 
— a predecessor of The New American. 
“There were strong political reasons why 
these Administrations failed to proceed 
vigorously against Communists in this 
country,” Dies wrote. “But the point is 
that constant ‘Liberal’ failure to even so 
much as acknowledge the existence of an 
internal Communist threat resulted in the 
assassination of President Kennedy.” 

The question is why the communist- 
Deep State axis would want to kill the 
president. After all, Kennedy seemingly 
was acting in alignment with their goals, 
generally speaking. He was himself a lib- 
eral with internationalist tendencies. And 
yet, a closer examination reveals that, de- 
spite appearances, to both the communists 
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Earlier that day: Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy arriving in Dallas the morning of the assassination, with 


and the Deep State alike, Kennedy was 
a wild card and his assassination would 
end the threat he posed to their operations 
while simultaneously serving as a means 
to both sow fear and discord among the 
American people and discredit conserva- 
tive and anti-communist opposition to the 
subversion of the country. Ultimately, as 
you will see, President Kennedy simply 
stood in their way. 


Fear and Loathing 

of President Kennedy 

If Kennedy was indeed a threat to the left- 
ist Deep State-communist program, then 
some evidence of the fact that he was per- 
ceived as such should have been clear. In 
fact, at least one significant observer of 
political affairs at that time noticed just 
such a fear of and disdain for Kennedy 
among leftists at the time. 

The observer who noticed this was none 
other than celebrated bestselling novelist 
Taylor Caldwell. Perhaps not well-known 
today, by the time of Kennedy’s election 
Caldwell — a pen name — had already 
written 22 novels, among them many best- 
sellers. Her first, Dynasty of Death, ap- 
peared in 1938 and was, according to the 
Los Angeles Times, “a blockbuster in the 
stores.” She was also a conservative and, 


Jacqueline Kennedy wearing her recognizable pink suit, which would later be stained by her 


husband’s blood. 
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as the Kennedy presidency moved toward 
tragedy, became more and more worried 
about what might happen to the president. 
Just three weeks before Dallas she wrote 
of her fears in the Catholic newspaper The 
Wanderer. 

“The enemies of freedom and God 
are everywhere in every country of the 
West,” Caldwell wrote. “It is possible 
that Mr. Kennedy is in personal jeopardy 
from them, a matter which is not being 
mentioned in the newspapers. Indeed, it 
is very probable. Presidents have been 
murdered before in our history and in less 
dreadful times.” 

She went on to explain the reasons for 
her fear. “I receive quite a number of pro- 
Communist and ‘Liberal’ periodicals, and 
some are quite inflammatory against Mr. 
Kennedy. The tone of the ‘liberal’ periodi- 
cals — some of our big monthly maga- 
zines, for instance — [is] wrathful against 
our President. It seems that they had ex- 
pected him to overthrow the Constitution 
and set up a sort of crypto-Communist dic- 
tatorship. (They call it ‘progress.’) He has 
disappointed them.” 

Kennedy didn’t take long to put the 
communist-Deep State conspiracy on 
notice. Just a few months after taking of- 
fice, he delivered one of the most impor- 
tant speeches ever given by an American 
president. 

On April 27, 1961 at the Waldorf-As- 
toria Hotel in New York City, Kennedy 
delivered a speech titled “The President 
and The Press: Address Before the Amer- 
ican Newspaper Publishers Association.” 
In that speech, JFK in no uncertain terms 
condemned both secret societies and the 
communist conspiracy of which they were 
a part: 


The very word “secrecy” is repug- 
nant in a free and open society; 
and we are as a people inherently 
and historically opposed to secret 
societies, to secret oaths and to se- 
cret proceedings. We decided long 
ago that the dangers of excessive 
and unwarranted concealment of 
pertinent facts far outweighed the 
dangers which are cited to justify 
it. Even today, there is little value 
in opposing the threat of a closed 
society by imitating its arbitrary re- 
strictions. Even today, there is little 
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value in ensuring the survival of our 
nation if our traditions do not sur- 
vive with it.... For we are opposed 
around the world by a monolithic 
and ruthless conspiracy that relies 
primarily on covert means for ex- 
panding its sphere of influence — on 
infiltration instead of invasion, on 
subversion instead of elections, on 
intimidation instead of free choice, 
on guerrillas by night instead of 
armies by day. It is a system which 
has conscripted vast human and 
material resources into the build- 
ing of a tightly knit, highly efficient 
machine that combines military, 
diplomatic, intelligence, economic, 
scientific and political operations. 
Its preparations are concealed, not 
published. Its mistakes are buried, 
not headlined. Its dissenters are si- 
lenced, not praised. No expenditure 
is questioned, no rumor is printed, 
no secret is revealed. It conducts the 
Cold War, in short, with a war-time 
discipline no democracy would ever 
hope or wish to match. 


Kennedy’s hardline statements condemn- 
ing secret societies, bureaucracy, and cor- 
ruption certainly would not have sat well 
with the Deep State actors whose ways 
and means were perfectly described by the 
president. His words resonate more today 
than ever before. 

Many American presidents and politi- 
cians have a background of attending or 
holding membership in such secret soci- 
eties. William Taft, George H.W. Bush, 
George W. Bush, and John Kerry were 
members of the infamous Skull and Bones 
society based out of Yale University. 

Theodore Roosevelt, Richard Nixon, 
Gerald Ford, Henry Kissinger, Nelson 
Rockefeller, and even, most recently, 
Kevin McCarthy, along with 2,500 power- 
ful CEOs, heads of intelligence agencies, 
media titans, and elites have attended the 
Bohemian Grove, a private men’s club in 
Monte Rio, California, that meets in the 
woods and conducts rituals in front of a 
40-foot-tall statue of an owl. 

Even Earl Warren, the 14th U.S. Su- 
preme Court chief justice and head of Lyn- 
don B. Johnson’s Warren Commission that 
investigated JFK’s assassination, attended 
the nefarious Bohemian Grove. 
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Just a patsy: Lee Harvey Oswald making brief remarks to the press on November 23, 1963, 
before entering unrecorded interrogations. 


Certainly, Kennedy’s rhetoric condemn- 
ing such societies would have rubbed the 
establishment the wrong way. 

This speech most certainly would have 
hit home hardest with the “secret society” 
operating most closely to him within the 
federal apparatus: the intelligence commu- 
nity centered on the Central Intelligence 
Agency. In fact, Kennedy was already at 
war with the CIA when he delivered his 
remarks at the Waldorf-Astoria in what 
some have described as the speech that 
led to his assassination. 


Dissolution of the CIA 
The CIA would not have missed the words 
in Kennedy’s speech that applied as equal- 
ly to them as they did to the international 
communist conspiracy writ large. His ref- 
erences to “covert means” of operation, to 
“infiltration instead of invasion,” and to 
“subversion instead of elections” would 
have been taken to be direct references to 
recent CIA operations — which, in fact, 
they were. But the crosshairs of the presi- 
dent fell most directly on the CIA when 
he referenced the use of “guerrillas by 
night instead of armies by day.” No one 
in the Deep State’s intelligence apparatus 
would have missed this direct rhetorical 
reference to and attack on the Bay of Pigs 
fiasco that had occurred just the week be- 
fore Kennedy delivered his remarks. 

The CIA was on a collision course with 
Kennedy long before “Camelot” was ever 


imagined. From its very founding, the or- 
ganization was corrupted by the inclusion 
of both communist and National Socialist 
operatives. The latter were represented by 
elements sourced via the intelligence com- 
munity’s very own version of “Operation 
Paperclip.” That operation saw America 
import Nazi scientists into U.S. operations 
ostensibly to keep them out of the hands of 
the Kremlin after the fall of Nazi Germany. 
For the secretive intelligence community, 
this meant the adoption of assets sourced 
from Foreign Armies East, the German 
eastern European military intelligence op- 
eration run by spymaster and General Re- 
inhard Gehlen and known as the “Gehlen 
Org.” It was directed by the CIA, formed 
the core of NATO’s intelligence operation, 
and became the foundation of the West 
German intelligence agency. It was also, 
by most accounts, deeply infiltrated by 
communists directed by Moscow. 

So, it seems, was the CIA, which itself 
traced its origins to World War II and the 
Office of Strategic Services. The OSS, 
created and run by William “Wild Bill” 
Donovan, was filled with communists. In a 
letter to the editor of The Washington Post 
regarding charges of infiltration of the OSS, 
Charles Pinck, the OSS society president, 
said, “The OSS was not infiltrated by com- 
munists during the war; it hired them.” 

The degree to which the organization 
was infiltrated was noted by Robert Novak 
in a review of the book The Venona Se- 
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crets: Exposing Soviet Espionage and 
America’ Traitors. Writing in The Weekly 
Standard in 2000, Novak noted, “Per- 
haps the most startling revelation is the 
thorough Soviet penetration of Wild Bill 
Donovan’s Office of Strategic Services, 
forerunner to the CIA. Maurice Halperin, 
chief of the Latin American division, was 
an NKVD agent. So was Duncan Lee, 
Donovan’s assistant.” Halperin went on to 
become an advisor to Secretary of State 
Dean Acheson, and later became an advi- 
sor to the UN at the San Francisco con- 
ference where communist spy Alger Hiss 
served as secretary-general. 

The OSS was dissolved one month after 
World War II ended. The CIA assumed its 
responsibilities, and many OSS holdovers 
were still loyal to the communists. More- 
over, the CIA was infiltrated by Deep State 
globalists, working with the communists, 
and Kennedy was catching on. These in- 
cluded high-profile agent Cord Meyer, 
who had long had idealistic goals for the 
creation of a world government, which 
he shared with his wife, Mary Pinchot 
Meyer. Later, after her divorce from Cord, 
Mary — who publicly was friends with 
Jackie Kennedy — would have an affair 
with President Kennedy. Her intimacies 
and perhaps other significant details of 
Kennedy’s secret life were recorded in 
her diary, which, as documented by Peter 
Janney — the son of another CIA agent 
— disappeared into the hands of the CIA 
immediately after she was herself assas- 
sinated on October 12, 1964. 

Clearly there was a great deal of pub- 
lic and private intrigue and animosity 
between the communist conspiracy, the 
Deep State and its intelligence assets, and 
the president, and it was quickly coming 
to a head. According to relatives within 
the Kennedy family, including Robert F. 
Kennedy and his son, Robert F. Kennedy, 
Jr., JFK had unequivocally said that his 
desire was to “splinter the CIA into a thou- 
sand pieces and scatter it to the winds.” 
This splintering began with the firing of 
Allen Dulles. 

Dulles was the director of the CIA, the 
first civilian and longest-serving director 
to ever hold the position. He was an un- 
touchable in U.S. politics, alongside his 
brother, John Foster Dulles, who served as 
secretary of state under President Dwight 
Eisenhower. 
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Allen Dulles — who early on recruit- 
ed Cord Meyer to the CIA —was also a 
prominent member of the Council on For- 
eign Relations (CFR). The CFR, which 
is the American brain and public face of 
what many would call the “swamp” or 
“Deep State,” was founded in 1921, and 
is likely the most powerful “think tank” in 
the world. Notable members include the 
late David Rockefeller, who served as the 
organization’s chairman; Henry Kissinger; 
George Soros; and Bill Clinton, to name a 
few. Dulles’ involvement in the CFR and 
CIA illustrates the foothold the council has 
within U.S. politics. 

President Kennedy’s growing distrust 
of and disdain for the CIA began after the 
failure of the Bay of Pigs invasion. It was 
then he saw how the CIA frequently devi- 
ated from its original assignment of serv- 
ing as a fact-finding arm of the presidency, 
instead acting as a policymaking collabo- 
rator or agitator with foreign nations. 

The Bay of Pigs operation was largely 
overseen by Dulles and was planned by 
the CIA during the spring of 1960, be- 
fore Kennedy was in office. The invasion 
officially began on April 17, 1961, just 
three months into Kennedy’s presidency. 
It had been vigorously opposed by the 
new president. 

Kennedy removed Dulles from his post 
after the mission went sideways, and it 
“revealed to the President that he could not 
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give his complete trust to the experts,” as 
historian Joshua H. Sandman wrote. Ken- 
nedy no longer viewed the CIA as a trusted 
ally to provide him with information, but 
saw it as an unaccountable department op- 
erating outside the bounds of America’s 
elected government. His affair with Mary 
Pinchot Meyer — who was intimately fa- 
miliar with high-ranking CIA personnel, 
including James Jesus Angleton, who is 
thought to have destroyed her diary — al- 
most certainly gave him access to inside 
“dirt” on the agency’s activities. 

Harry S. Truman, the 33rd president of 
the United States, later in his life shared 
a similar distrust of and disappointment 
in the CIA. In 1947, Truman signed into 
law the National Security Act of 1947, 
merging the Department of War and the 
Department of the Navy into the Nation- 
al Military Establishment, which later 
turned into the Department of Defense. 
The act also brought about the formation 
of the U.S. Air Force and the Central In- 
telligence Agency. 

Exactly one month after JFK’s assassi- 
nation, Truman penned an article in The 
Washington Post on December 22, 1963, 
titled “Limit CIA Role To Intelligence.” 

“T think it has become necessary to take 
another look at the purpose and opera- 
tions of our Central Intelligence Agency 
— CIA,” the former president reflected. 
“For some time I have been disturbed by 


Undefeated: Cuban 
revolutionary Fidel Castro 
(center) shortly after the failed 
Bay of Pigs invasion. 
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the way CIA has been diverted from its 
original assignment. It has become an 
operational and at times a policy-making 
arm of the Government. This has led to 
trouble and may have compounded our 
difficulties in several explosive areas.” 

When concluding his assessment of the 
agency, Truman revealed, “I never had 
any thought that when I set up the CIA 
that it would be injected into peacetime 
cloak and dagger operations. Some of the 
complications and embarrassment I think 
we have experienced are in part attribut- 
able to the fact that this quiet intelligence 
arm of the President has been so removed 
from its intended role that it is being inter- 
preted as a symbol of sinister and mysteri- 
ous foreign intrigue.” 

The CIA — along with almost every 
other three-letter governmental depart- 
ment — has grown far beyond its origi- 
nal jurisdiction and constitutional lim- 
its. Anyone in a position of power who 
speaks out about this truth is dangerous 
to the Deep State. 

JFK was one of those truth tellers, 
and was perceived as being off his leash. 
Shortly after his murder, Mary Pinchot 
Meyer confided in psychologist Timothy 
Leary. “They couldn’t control him any 
more. He was changing too fast” she said 
in a tearful and frightful tone in a phone 
call to the LSD guru. 


Withdrawing Troops From Vietnam 

The most obvious stance that Kennedy 
took against the establishment was his in- 
sistence on reducing U.S. involvement in 
Vietnam. 

In Jim Marrs’ book Crossfire: The Plot 
That Killed Kennedy, he documents the 
insider view of the president’s opinion 
on the war in Vietnam: “According to as- 
sistant secretary of state Roger Hilsman, 
Kennedy said, “The Bay of Pigs has taught 
me a number of things. One is not to trust 
generals or the CIA, and the second is that 
if the American people do not want to use 
American troops to remove a Communist 
regime 90 miles away from our coast, how 
can I ask them to use troops to remove a 
Communist regime 9,000 miles away?’” 

Kennedy even took his stance on U.S. 
involvement in Vietnam to the airwaves in 
a public broadcast on September 2, 1963, 
saying, “In the final analysis, it is their 
war. They have to win or lose it.” 
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Not fans of the CIA: John F. Kennedy accompanied by 
Harry S. Truman after a meeting on June 13, 1963. 


Throughout 1963, the Kennedy admin- 
istration sent U.S. Defense Secretary Rob- 
ert McNamara and Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Maxwell Taylor to South 
Vietnam on fact-finding missions to get a 
firsthand view of the situation. 

Secretary McNamara wrote in a May 6, 
1963 memo analyzing preliminary plans 
for a withdrawal that “[the removal of 
1,000 troops] would have to be handled 
carefully due to the psychological impact. 
However, there should be an intensive 
training program of RVNAF [Republic of 
Vietnam Air Force] to allow removal of 
U.S. units rather than individuals.” 

Seeing that the training and abilities 
of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam 
were increasing and the army was capable 
of fighting more effectively, Secretary 
McNamara and Chairman Taylor advised 
the president that an incremental removal 
of troops from Vietnam was the correct 
course of action. 

On October 4, 1963, Maxwell Taylor 
wrote a memorandum to key Kennedy ad- 
ministration military generals and admi- 
rals, revealing that “On 2 Oct. the Presi- 
dent approved recommendations relating 
to military matters contained in the trip 
report of the Secretary of Defense and the 
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff.” 

Taylor, a former World War II 101st 
Airborne Division soldier, then disclosed 
the recommendations: “All planning will 


be directed towards preparing RVN forces 
for the withdrawal of all U.S. special as- 
sistance units and personnel by the end of 
the calendar year 1965.” 

Seven days later, on October 11, 1963, 
President Kennedy approved National Se- 
curity Action Memorandum (NSAM) 263. 
The document announced a major public 
stance by the administration to pull back 
efforts in Vietnam, stating, “At a meeting 
on October 5, 1963, the President con- 
sidered the recommendations contained 
in the report of Secretary McNamara and 
General Taylor on their mission to South 
Vietnam. The President approved the mili- 
tary recommendations contained in Sec- 
tion I B (1-3) of the report, but directed 
that no formal announcement be made of 
the implementation of plans to withdraw 
1,000 U.S. military personnel by the end 
of 1963.” 

Forty-two days after Kennedy signed 
NSAM 263 initiating a withdrawal, he was 
assassinated. 

Kenneth O’Donnell, in the book John- 
ny, We Hardly Knew Ye, wrote, “The Presi- 
dent’s orders to reduce American military 
personnel in Vietnam by one thousand be- 
fore the end of 1963 was still in effect on 
the day he went to Texas. A few days after 
his death, during the mourning, the order 
was quietly rescinded.” 

Despite Kennedy’s apparent previous 
support for U.S. intervention in Vietnam, 


THE NEW AMERICAN #® NOVEMBER 27, 2023 


he was trying to deescalate American in- 
volvement to decrease the potential for a 
third world war. This was a position that 
many Americans agreed with but deviated 
from the internal establishment plan to in- 
crease military involvement in Vietnam, 
Laos, and Cambodia. 

The Deep State had planned to di- 
vide the nation through the war, weaken 
the U.S. economy by spending endless 
amounts of taxpayer money, and destroy 
American stature through entanglement in 
a war they were not allowed to win. 


The Assassination 
Kennedy was in Texas with his wife, Jac- 
queline Kennedy, for a two-day, five-city 
tour of the Lone Star State, a crucial battle- 
ground JFK needed to win for his reelec- 
tion bid. 

There was division within the Demo- 
cratic Party in the state, and Kennedy’s 
positive appearance with Democratic 
Governor John Connally (who later be- 
came a Republican, in 1973), along with 
Senator Ralph W. Yarborough was needed 
to unify the party. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy were 
staying in the Texas Hotel in 
Fort Worth the night before his 
assassination. In the 1967 book 
The Death of a President, a book 
written at the behest of Jacque- 
line Kennedy, author William 
Manchester details a conversa- 
tion that JFK and Jackie had in 
their hotel room that evening. 

“Last night would have been 
a hell of a night to assassinate a 
president,” JFK said to his wife. 
“T mean it,” he emphasized, 
stating they were “all getting 
jostled” during this trip; a sober- 
ing reflection that shows how 
Kennedy distrusted his security. 

The morning of November 
22 brought light rain to Dal- 
las. Kennedy spoke outside the 
Texas Hotel, unprotected from 
precipitation, and offered a few 
brief remarks. 

“There are no faint hearts in 
Fort Worth,” he began, “and I 
appreciate you being here.” The 
president then went on to say 
that the United States should be 
“second to none” in military ca- 
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pability and in the race for dominance in 
outer space. 

From the hotel, Kennedy then got in 
the presidential limousine. It had only just 
stopped raining, but the bubble top of the 
vehicle had been left off. 

Around 12:30 p.m., the presidential 
limousine took a sharp turn from Houston 
Street onto Elm Street, slowing to a low 
speed. 

As the motorcade began to go down 
Elm Street, several shots were fired at 
Kennedy and Governor Connally. Both 
were struck multiple times, and President 
Kennedy was pronounced dead at Park- 
land Hospital at 1:00 p.m. 


Why? 
Many authors have, with great detail and 
numerous theories, meticulously laid out 
the “when,” “who,” and “how” surround- 
ing JFK’s murder, endlessly speculating 
every possible angle. 

Lee Harvey Oswald? The Mafia? The 
KGB? Cuba? Fidel Castro? The CIA? Jack 
Ruby? Lone gunman or multiple shooters? 


Bring them home: Robert McNamara conversing with Major 
General John Norton at Phu Cat Air Base in Vietnam. 


All these questions and culprits keep 
the American people guessing. However, 
the most important question that should be 
asked 60 years later is, “Why?” 

The how and the who are just scenery 
to keep concerned Americans from asking 
the most important questions: Why was 
Kennedy killed? Who benefited? Who had 
the power to cover it up? 

Boiling down the Kennedy assassina- 
tion to the core of why it happened and 
what we can do in light of it is of utmost 
importance to Americans today. 

Applying Hanlon’s razor, an adage say- 
ing you should “never attribute to malice 
that which is adequately explained by stu- 
pidity,” can we assume that JFK’s assas- 
sination was merely the result of incompe- 
tence on behalf of the Secret Service, the 
CIA, the FBI, and local law enforcement? 

This theory is highly unlikely. Three 
presidents had been assassinated prior 
to JFK: Abraham Lincoln, James Gar- 
field, and William McKinley. Addi- 
tionally, multiple presidents had had 
attempts on their lives prior to JFK: 
Theodore Roosevelt, Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt, and Andrew 
Jackson were all shot at, with 
Theodore Roosevelt being the 
only one to sustain an injury. 

The Secret Service certainly 
had sophisticated methods for 
protecting the president, espe- 
cially during a dangerous time 
such as the Cold War in the 
early 1960s. 

Additionally, it is well docu- 
mented that the CIA had tabs 
on Lee Harvey Oswald as early 
as several weeks prior to the 
assassination. He was a known 
security risk. In April 1963, Os- 
wald attempted to assassinate 
former Army General Edwin 
Walker, who was a member of 
The John Birch Society, with 
the same Italian Carcano rifle 
he wielded when allegedly kill- 
ing Kennedy. Oswald missed 
Walker’s head by an inch. 

It is reasonable to believe 
that authorities had knowledge 
of Oswald’s employment at the 
Texas School Book Depository, 
overlooking the route through 
which the president would trav- 
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el at a low speed while in an unprotected 
convertible. 

Occam’s razor states, “Plurality should 
not be posited without necessity.” In other 
words, do not over-complicate an issue 
when a simple and evident conclusion is 
present. 

Does it really make sense that Oswald 
alone could have planned the entire oper- 
ation, including obtaining employment at 
the Book Depository, knowing the route 
and timing of the motorcade, knowing 
that the building would not be cleared by 
the Secret Service, and knowing that the 
top would be off of the limousine, giv- 
ing him the possibility of success? Could 
he have been responsible for the Secret 
Service deviating from its protocols, 
for the inadequate investigation, for the 
subsequent mockingbird media coverage 
declaring him to be the lone gunman, and 
for the elimination of the only suspect 
(himself)? Furthermore, why didn’t he, 
like every alleged presidential assassin 
before him, proudly proclaim what he 
had accomplished? 

Using these two rubrics, and consider- 
ing the documented evidence of policies, 
positions, statements, and actions that 
would make Kennedy a prime target for 
the establishment to eradicate, it is reason- 
able to conclude that the assassination of 


JFK was a conspiracy organized by the 
Deep State to advance its agenda to dis- 
solve American sovereignty. 


Who Benefited? 

By the time the failing Vietnam War had 
ended, the United States had spent more 
than $141 billion in South Vietnam. 

When the Paris Peace Accords were 
signed in January of 1973, an astonish- 
ing 58,000 American soldiers had died in 
the war. 

The United States lost 5,607 helicop- 
ters, 3,744 planes, and 578 unmanned 
aerial vehicles (UAVs) while in Vietnam. 

Sun Tzu, the sixth-century B.C. Chi- 
nese general and war strategist, observed 
in his work The Art of War, “There is no 
instance of a nation benefiting from pro- 
longed warfare.” The Deep State seems to 
ignore this advice to pursue wars with no 
end in sight. If prolonged warfare does not 
benefit the nation, who does it benefit? 

As Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. has accurate- 
ly assessed, the United States was compro- 
mised by “the corrupt merger of state and 
corporate power” after JFK’s death. The 
corporate power that is the beneficiary in 
this merger is the military-industrial com- 
plex, which can be defined as a country’s 
military and the defense industry that sup- 
plies it. 


Official narrative: The Warren Commission presenting their completed report on the 
assassination of John F. Kennedy to President Lyndon B. Johnson on September 24, 1964. 
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President Dwight Eisenhower, who 
himself was involved in Operation Keel- 
haul — the forced repatriation of civilians 
and soldiers under Western control to So- 
viet communists after WWII — focused 
almost solely on the threat of a military- 
industrial complex in his farewell address 
in 1961. He reflected, “In the councils of 
government, we must guard against the 
acquisition of unwarranted influence, 
whether sought or unsought, by the mili- 
tary industrial complex. The potential for 
the disastrous rise of misplaced power ex- 
ists and will persist.” 

One of the greatest sources of authority 
against the people within any civil govern- 
ment lies in its war powers. The loss of 
liberty, sovereignty, and national integrity 
is a real possibility when America engages 
in endless wars — particularly those wars 
that are destined to fail, yet financially 
benefit the few at the expense of the many. 

Kennedy tried to stop that. 


Who Had the Power to Cover It Up? 
After Kennedy’s assassination, Lyndon B. 
Johnson signed Executive Order 11130, 
“Appointing a Commission to Report 
Upon the Assassination of President John 
F. Kennedy,” commonly referred to as the 
Warren Commission. 

In addition to Chief Justice Earl Warren, 
members of the commission were Senator 
Richard B. Russell (D-Ga.), Senator John 
Sherman Cooper (R-Ky.), Representa- 
tive Hale Boggs (D-La.), Representative 
Gerald R. Ford (R-Mich.), CFR Chairman 
John J. McCloy, and former CIA Director 
Allen Dulles (who had been fired by the 
late president). 

Three out of seven on the Warren Com- 
mission were active CFR members. John 
J. McCloy preceded David Rockefeller 
as the chairman of the CFR; Gerald Ford 
was a member; and Allen Dulles served as 
CFR president for four years. 

The commission found that Lee Har- 
vey Oswald acted as a lone gunman fir- 
ing three bullets. The commission’s find- 
ings have been highly controversial and 
contested. 

In 1976, the House of Representatives 
established a Select Committee on As- 
sassinations (HSCA) to investigate the 
murders of JFK and Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. The committee concluded that 
JFK’s death was the result of a conspiracy. 
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Release the docs: While president, Donald Trump released some of the JFK assassination 
documents. He has promised to release the rest of them if reelected. 


Congressman Louis Stokes (D-Ohio), the 
chairman of the HSCA, observed, “One 
of the first things we found out was that 
the Warren Commission never pursued a 
conspiracy investigation.” 

“T am just a patsy,” Lee Harvey Oswald 
shouted as he was being whisked away 
by the Dallas police into interrogation 
meetings that were never recorded. It is 
likely that he was low on the totem pole 
of conspirators. 

Pinning the blame on Oswald alone 
became an easy narrative to push when 
he was executed in public two days after 
Kennedy’s death, on November 24, 1963, 
by nefarious Chicago Outfit gangster Jack 
Ruby. 

One of the more absurd conclusions 
and main theses of the commission is 
what critics have labeled the “magic bul- 
let theory.” The consensus of the report 
provided by Warren and company was that 
three bullets were fired by Oswald out of 
a bolt-action Italian Carcano rifle in 8.6 
seconds. The first shot missed, the second 
struck Kennedy and Governor Connally, 
and the third struck the president in the 
head, killing him. 

The second shot is what has been dubbed 
the “magic bullet.” This theory pushed by 
the Warren Report to justify Oswald as the 
lone gunman posits that the second bullet 
struck Kennedy 5 3/4” below his collar, 
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exited his throat, entered Governor Con- 
nally’s ribs near his right armpit, exited his 
chest under his right nipple, proceeded to 
enter his right wrist, shattering his radius, 
and finally landed in his left thigh. 

The “magic” bullet was recovered on 
Governor Connally’s stretcher at Parkland 
Hospital. It was in nearly perfect condi- 
tion, even though it allegedly penetrated 
a back brace, 15 layers of clothing, seven 
layers of skin, and approximately 15 inch- 
es of muscle tissue while devastating four 
inches of Connally’s rib and destroying 
his radius. 

The Warren Commission has all the 
markings of a government coverup. It 
avoided key facts, ignored witnesses, and 
offered conclusions that were intended to 
provide closure rather than the truth. 


Release the Documents! 

In 1992, Congress passed the President 
John F. Kennedy Assassination Records 
Collection Act, which stated that all doc- 
uments relating to _ 
the JFK murder must 
be released by Octo- 
ber 26, 2017 unless 
the president sees 
the disclosure as an 
intelligence opera- 
tion and national se- 
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No president has fully released all the 
documents in accordance with the act. 

President Trump, when presented with 
the choice to release the documents in 
October 2017, released 2,800 documents, 
with redactions, relating to the JFK assas- 
sination, but, under the direction of then- 
CIA Director Mike Pompeo, decided to 
withhold the remaining documentation. 

Roger Stone, a political advisor who 
worked in the Nixon, Reagan, and Trump 
White Houses, asked President Trump 
why he didn’t release the full documen- 
tation on JFK’s murder. Trump’s answer, 
according to Stone: “I can’t tell you. It’s 
so horrible you wouldn’t believe it. Some- 
day you'll find out.” 

Trump has now vowed to release all the 
documents if reelected in 2024. 

The American people, 60 years later, 
deserve the full, unbridled truth regard- 
ing the death of their president, John F. 
Kennedy. 

If the Deep State can eliminate the 
president of the United States, they can 
do almost anything. Despite six decades 
of investigations, reports, laws, books, 
and movies released about this national 
tragedy, the American people still do not 
know the full truth. No matter their posi- 
tion on the Kennedy assassination, every 
American should call for the release of 
each and every document relating to 
Kennedy’s killing and the conspirators 
behind it. 

President Kennedy famously admon- 
ished Americans in his 1961 inaugural ad- 
dress, “Ask not what your country can do 
for you — ask what you can do for your 
country.” 

What we can do, and must do, for our 
country is demand the truth from our rep- 
resentatives in this constitutional republic. 
Justice is not easy, and it does not come 
automatically. It takes vigilance, convic- 
tion, and action from patriotic, moral citi- 
zens devoted to the dream of America. 

Your country needs you to save it. Hi 
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Preacher Defends Himself and Like-minded Conservatives 

“T know — and you know — that no true conservative in the United States would stoop to taking the law into his own 
hands, I know — and you know — that any man who would assassinate the President of the United States, in these days 
when we still have ‘due process of law,’ would not be a conservative or a patriot, but an anarchist. I hold them in the same 
company that I hold the Communists or any man who would go beyond the law to achieve an end.” 

In a statement released from his Tulsa, Oklahoma, residence, Oklahoma-based preacher and conservative activist 
Reverend Billy James Hargis spoke out within days of the crime to defend fellow conservatives from numerous sugges- 
tions that right-wing Americans — such as himself — should be considered as possible perpetrators of the assassination 
of President Kennedy. 


JFK: The Second Plot Suggested Oil Barons Were Behind the Assassination 
“The oil industry in Texas had enjoyed huge tax concessions since 1926 when Congress had provided an incentive to 
increase much needed prospecting. The oil depletion benefits were somehow left in place to become a permanent means 
by which immense fortunes were amassed by those in the industry and, well aware of the anomaly, John Kennedy had 
declared an intention to review the oil industry revenues. There is nothing in the world which would have inflamed the 
oil barons more than the President interfering with the oil depletion allowance.” 

The suggestion posed in a 1992 book by author Matthew Smith amounted to unproven speculation. His claim spiked 
the interest of some readers, but was generally considered unworthy of consideration. 


Doctor Always Insisted the Fatal Bullet Entered 
the President's Skull From the Front, Not the Back 
“He was not dead when [his body] arrived at Parkland Memorial Hospital and our main objective was to clear the airway 
which we did and to stop the hemorrhaging. However, before the hemorrhaging could be stopped, the President died. The 
wound in the left front of his head indicated that the fatal bullet definitely entered from the front. One of the bases for 
diagnosing the frontal entry was the fact that tissue and brain particle material was found on the motorcycle officer who 
was to the rear of the presidential car.” 

Doctor David Stewart was in the Parkland Memorial Hospitals emergency room when the president's body was 
brought there less than an hour after he had been shot. Stewart saw firsthand that the fatal wound was caused by a bullet 


that entered the president s head from the front, not from the back, which is where any bullet fired from the Texas School 
Book Depository building would have entered his skull. He later settled in Tennessee, where he established a success- 
ful medical practice. Stewart regularly accepted invitations to speak to Rotary Clubs and similar groups about what he 
observed on that fateful day. The above quote attributed to him was taken from the Lebanon Democrat newspaper dated 
March 30, 1967, which headlined his talk “JFK Shot From Front, Speaker Tells Rotary.” @ 

— Compiled by John F: McManus 
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WHO KILLED KENNEDY? 


The assassination of President John F. Kennedy has given rise to numerous theories and 
speculations as alternatives to the mainstream narrative. Here we examine some of them. 


by Steve Byas 


hen President John F. Kenne- 
dy was assassinated in Deal- 
ey Plaza in Dallas, Texas, on 


November 22, 1963, it threw the nation 
into shock. During the assassinations of 
President James Garfield in 1881 and 
President William McKinley in 1901, 
many people saw both the shooting and 
the shooter. But during the Kennedy as- 
sassination, although many people lining 
the street on that unusually warm late- 
November day saw the president get shot 
in the head, no one saw the shooter. 

The man accused of assassinating 
Kennedy was himself murdered on live 
national television two days later by Dal- 
las nightclub operator Jack Ruby. It is not 
surprising that this raised the possibility 
of a wider conspiracy. 

(It should be noted that the term “‘con- 
spiracy theory” has come to mean an ab- 
surd assertion with no evidence. Because 
most of the conspiracy theories surround- 
ing the Kennedy assassination involve 
questions about whether there was a sec- 
ond shooter firing at the president from 
behind a picket fence behind a “grassy 
knoll,” the term “grassy knoll” is almost 
synonymous with “conspiracy theory.”) 

Speculation about the motivation for 
killing Kennedy began almost immedi- 
ately, with the initial theories blaming 
“the climate of hate” in Dallas among 
alleged “right-wing extremists.” Then 
Lee Harvey Oswald was named as the 
prime suspect in the assassination, but 
he was an avowed Marxist who had de- 
fected to the Soviet Union, only to return 
and openly support Cuban dictator Fidel 
Castro. This understandably threw those 
on the Left into a dilemma. 


Steve Byas is a university history and government in- 
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structor, and the author of History’s Greatest Libels. 
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Smoking gun? For some, this photo of Lee Harvey Oswald holding a rifle is proof that Oswald did 
indeed shoot Kennedy. Others counter that the photograph is “too convenient,” and Oswald either 
did not act alone, or was not even involved in the assassination plot at all. 


A rash of conspiracy theories soon 
arose, arguing that Oswald had only 
pretended to be a communist, and was 
actually working for anti-communist 
reactionaries. Many of the conspiracy 
theories of the Left argued that Oswald 
was not even part of the conspiracy to 
kill Kennedy. This, of course, contra- 
dicted the conclusion of the Warren 
Commission, which assured Americans 
not only that Oswald had acted alone in 
murdering Kennedy, but that Jack Ruby 
had also acted alone in shooting Oswald 
to death. Over time, many on the Right 
understandably have had suspicions 
that what is now often called the “Deep 
State” was behind the assassination, 
with some of those likewise arguing that 
Oswald was innocent of the crime. 

Any review of the various theories as 
to who killed President Kennedy must 
necessarily begin with a summary of Os- 
wald’s rather unusual life in his 24 years 
on this Earth, which provide fertile soil 
for a variety of theories either that he did 
not act alone, or that he had nothing to 
do with the assassination but was, in his 
words, “a patsy.” 
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Was Oswald a Soviet Agent? 

Lee Harvey Oswald was, according to 
his older brother, a vocal supporter of 
communism, even as a teenager. Oswald 
joined the Marine Corps, during which 
time he expressed interest to other Ma- 
rines in joining up with Fidel Castro in 
Cuba, in that rebel’s effort to overthrow 
the regime of Fulgencio Batista. After 
leaving the Marines, Oswald defected to 
the Soviet Union. 

Oswald spent time as a radio operator 
in the Marine Corps while stationed in 
Japan, which gave him some knowledge 
about America’s U-2 spy-plane program. 
A CIA intelligence operative serving at the 
U.S. embassy in Moscow said that Oswald 
told him that he knew some information 
that he was going to pass on to the Sovi- 
ets. Apparently, the Soviets had been hav- 
ing trouble determining the altitude of the 
U-2 spy planes that were flying over So- 
viet airspace, but then in 1960 were finally 
able to shoot down an American U-2 with 
a surface-to-air missile. Interestingly, the 
Warren Commission withheld information 
about Oswald’s possible knowledge of the 
U-2 planes in their report. 
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While in Russia, Oswald gave inter- 
views to different reporters in which he 
strongly espoused his Marxist ideology. 
He attempted to renounce his U.S. citizen- 
ship, but the officer at the U.S. embassy in 
Moscow told him that he would have to 
return with some completed paperwork a 
few days later. Oswald never returned, but 
continued to live inside the Soviet Union 
for a couple more years. 

There is little known about Oswald’s 
time in Russia, but it is known that he had 
excellent living conditions in Minsk, Be- 
larus, which, according to FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover, was the site of an espio- 
nage training school. Oswald was given a 
job as a metal worker in a radio and televi- 
sion factory. 

While in the Soviet Union, Oswald 
married a Russian woman, Marina Niko- 
laevana Prusakova, a 19-year-old who 
had been a member of the Komsomol 
Communist Party youth organization. 
She joined Oswald when he returned to 
the United States in 1961. Despite his 
return to America, Oswald kept in touch 
with the Soviets. Of particular interest is 
Oswald’s visit to the Soviet embassy in 
September 1963, at which time he met 
with Valery Kostikov, a staff officer of 
the KGB connected with a “liquid af- 
fairs” department, whose responsibilities 
included assassinations. 

Oswald continued to support commu- 
nist causes in the United States. He infa- 
mously passed out pro-Castro literature 
on the street corners of New Orleans for 
the so-called Fair Play for Cuba Commit- 
tee. He also railed against well-known 
anti-communists such as General Edwin 
Walker, whom he called a “fascist” and al- 
legedly tried to assassinate shortly before 
the Kennedy assassination. 

One problem with the theory that the 
Soviet KGB was involved in the JFK as- 
sassination, however, is explaining what 
the Soviet Union would gain by murdering 
a U.S. president. Some have theorized that 
the KGB might have made use of Oswald 
as an agent, but had nothing to do with 
his part — whatever it was — in killing 
Kennedy. 


Was It the Cubans? 

While the communists in the Soviet Union 
may not have had any interest in killing 
Kennedy, a communist closer to home — 
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Fidel Castro — might have had a good 
reason to get rid of JFK. After taking over 
Cuba, Castro established a totalitarian 
communist state complete with trials and 
executions of opponents, seizures of pri- 
vate weapons and other private property, 
and the welcoming of Soviet technicians 
and advisors. He also seized foreign- 
owned businesses, including American 
enterprises. 

A plan to take out Castro was conceived 
during the Dwight Eisenhower adminis- 
tration by the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) by training anti-Castro Cuban exiles 
living in Florida to land in Cuba and lead 
a revolt against the dictator. Kennedy in- 
herited the plan, giving his approval, but 
it failed at the infamous Bay of Pigs inva- 
sion in early 1961. Even before becoming 
president, Kennedy had denounced Cas- 
tro during his 1960 presidential campaign 
and called for stronger action against his 
regime. 

Other plans to kill Castro were con- 
cocted within the CIA, including poison- 
ing and even contracting the hit out to 
the American Mafia. Apparently, Ken- 
nedy approved of these schemes — or, at 
least, Castro believed that he did — and, 
according to this theory, Castro retaliated 
by killing Kennedy first, using Oswald or 
others. Oswald, after all, the “secretary” 
of the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, 
had given an interview on New Orleans 
radio and television condemning the al- 
leged mistreatment of Castro by the U.S. 
government. 

But Castro was not the only Cuban who 
might have had a motivation to assassi- 
nate Kennedy. Another theory involves 
anti-Castro Cubans, who felt betrayed by 
President Kennedy during the Bay of Pigs 
operation. They had been led to believe 
that the Kennedy administration would 
provide air cover during their landing at 
the Bay of Pigs, and that Kennedy had 
reneged. Historians argue over whether 
Kennedy approved of air cover then re- 
neged, or whether he had always opposed 
such direct involvement and the anti-Cas- 
tro Cubans had been misled by CIA opera- 
tives about air cover. 

Aman involved in the effort to run guns 
to anti-Castro Cubans was Robert McKe- 
own, who, according to the Warren Com- 
mission, was also involved in smuggling 
with Jack Ruby. 
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Was It the Mafia? 

The Mafia is mentioned in several con- 
spiracy theories involving the assassina- 
tion of President Kennedy, including both 
pro-Castro and anti-Castro theories, as 
well as those involving the CIA. Some 
narrow it down to the mob itself, which 
allegedly had its own reasons to want Ken- 
nedy dead. 

New Orleans gangster Carlos Marcello 
was arrested as an illegal alien and deport- 
ed on the direct order of Attorney General 
Robert F. Kennedy in the spring of 1961 as 
part of his war on organized crime. Mar- 
cello made his way back to the United 
States, and reportedly described President 
Kennedy as a dog. RFK, Marcello suppos- 
edly said, was the tail, and a dog will keep 
biting you if you only cut off his tail. But if 
the head of the dog is cut off, the dog will 
die, including the tail. 

The House Select Committee on Assas- 
sinations, which in 1979 determined that 
the Kennedy assassination was a conspir- 
acy (without specifying who might have 
been involved in any such conspiracy), 
concluded that there were multiple con- 


Conspiracy? When Dallas nightclub operator Jack Ruby — a man with ties to the Mafia — shot 


nections between Marcello and the assas- 
sination. For example, their report noted, 
Marcello’s Dallas associate, Joe Civello, 
was close to Jack Ruby. Ruby had moved 
to Dallas from Chicago, where he had 
some involvement with gangsters going 
back to the days of Al Capone. A Marcello 
employee, David Ferrie, was Lee Harvey 
Oswald’s Civil Air Patrol leader. 

The mob probably felt betrayed by Ken- 
nedy. Without the mob, Kennedy very well 
could have lost Illinois in the 1960 presi- 
dential election. Also of interest is that the 
mob has had interactions with U.S. intel- 
ligence agencies going back to the Second 
World War. 

Clearly, Mafia figures had motivation to 
kill Kennedy, and while that does not mean 
that they had anything to do with the assas- 
sination, it is understandable that they must 
be considered in any conspiracy theory in- 
volving the murder of the president. 


Did the CIA or Other 

Intelligence Agencies Kill Kennedy? 
Another persistent theory as to who mur- 
dered President Kennedy is that intelli- 


Oswald while the accused assassin was being transferred from the city jail to the county jail, this 
led millions of Americans to suspect a broader conspiracy. 
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gence agencies — the CIA in particular 
— had a motivation to eliminate him. 
It should be noted that saying “the CIA 
killed Kennedy” does not mean that ev- 
eryone in that agency was in on the plot, 
but that certain individuals within the 
CIA were. 

When President Harry Truman signed 
the legislation creating the CIA, he ex- 
pressed concern that he was creating a 
separate government. He later said that he 
regretted his role in its creation because of 
its “cloak and dagger operations.” (More 
recently, Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) even commented that 
then-President Donald Trump should un- 
derstand that he should not publicly criti- 
cize the CIA because it has the ability to 
retaliate in many different ways.) 

President John F. Kennedy also came 
to despise the CIA, even saying, “I will 
splinter the CIA into a thousand pieces 
and scatter it to the winds,” and he fired 
its longtime director, Allen Dulles. For 
whatever reason, after Kennedy’s assassi- 
nation, President Lyndon Johnson named 
Dulles to the Warren Commission, which 
seemed determined to exclude any conclu- 
sion that anyone other than Oswald had 
anything to do with the assassination. 

As with most of these conspiracy theo- 
ries, there are multiple “sub-theories,” in- 
cluding the belief that Oswald was a CIA 
agent, and that his “defection” to the So- 
viet Union was just to create a cover as 
some sort of communist sympathizer or 
agent. Under this theory, Oswald was as- 
signed to kill JFK because he was going 
“soft” on communism, with other shoot- 
ers operating behind the “grassy knoll” in 
Dealey Plaza. 

Others point out that the CIA has al- 
ways had pro-communist elements, or 
at least elements that were pushing for a 
globalist government. 

So did the Deep State globalist cabal 
kill Kennedy? Supporters of this theory 
point to the internationalist ideology of 
Dulles and his brother, John Foster Dulles 
(secretary of state for President Eisenhow- 
er), and say that their public opposition to 
communism was just a cover in their use 
of the fear of communism to build up a 
one-world socialist state. 

In these scenarios, individuals such as 
Oswald would likely not even understand 
the real purpose of their role in the as- 
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Next in line: Vice President Lyndon Johnson was sworn in as president on Air Force One 
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following Kennedy’s assassination in Dallas. Some have speculated that Johnson himself may 


have masterminded the hit on Kennedy. 


sassination, so it doesn’t really matter if 
Oswald was a pro-communist or a fake. 
Some point to Oswald’s statements after 
his arrest that he was a “patsy,” indicating 
that he realized he had been set up to take 
the fall. 


Other Conspiracy Theories 

Other conspiracy theories include in- 
volvement by either the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI), right-wingers, 
Lyndon Johnson, or the military-industri- 
al complex. The theory involving the FBI 
centers on its director, J. Edgar Hoover, 
who was believed to be in line for forced 
retirement by the Kennedy brothers after 
the 1964 election. Much of the same ar- 
gument has been advanced concerning 
Vice President Johnson, who was possi- 
bly going to be dumped from the ticket in 
1964. Evelyn Lincoln, President Kenne- 
dy’s secretary, wrote in her book Kennedy 
and Johnson that just three days before 
the assassination, Kennedy confided to 
her that he intended to replace Johnson 
in 1964. 

Roger Stone, who wrote The Man Who 
Killed Kennedy: The Case Against LBJ, 
argued that not only was Johnson going 
to be removed as Kennedy’s running mate 
in 1964, but Attorney General Robert 


Kennedy was going to prosecute Johnson 
for corruption. Stone contends that John- 
son had connections with the underworld 
and inside the U.S. government itself that 
could get the job done. 

Certainly, some of Johnson’s post- 
assassination actions raise eyebrows. 
For example, he ordered the presidential 
limousine in which Kennedy was riding 
shipped to Detroit — within 72 hours of 
the assassination — where the body was 
replaced and the interior refurbished. This 
is curious both for evidentiary and histori- 
cal reasons. Johnson even ordered the suit 
worn by Texas Governor John Connally 
— who was also shot, though not fatally, 
alongside JFK — cleaned and pressed be- 
fore it was presented to the Warren Com- 
mission. He also issued an executive order 
locking a massive amount of evidence and 
documents away in the National Archives 
until 2039. 

When Johnson created the Warren 
Commission, he told Chief Justice Earl 
Warren, the commission’s chairman, and 
Senator Richard Russell, another mem- 
ber, it was important for them to conclude 
that Oswald acted alone. He claimed that 
otherwise the public might believe the So- 
viet Union was the culprit, which could 
lead to a war. In 1978, Senator Richard 
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Schweiker — who would have been Ron- 
ald Reagan’s running mate in 1976 had he 
taken the nomination away from President 
Gerald Ford (another member of the War- 
ren Commission) — told author Anthony 
Summers that the Warren Commission 
was “set up at the time to feed pablum to 
the American public,” adding that it was 
part of “one of the biggest cover-ups in the 
country’s history.” 

Then there is the “climate of hate” 
theory, which holds that right-wingers 
in Dallas, including oil tycoons such as 
H.L. Hunt and Clint Murchison, wanted 
Kennedy dead because of his growing 
softness on communism. Although there 
is little evidence for right-wingers being 
involved in the assassination, this belief 
spawned most of the early conspiracy 
theories. Left-wingers were unwilling to 
accept that a communist, 
Lee Harvey Oswald, had 
killed a left-of-center presi- 
dent. Gerald Posner, author 
of Case Closed, who argued 
that Oswald and Ruby acted 
alone, notes that the first 
conspiracy book — Who 
Killed Kennedy? — was 
written by an American 
communist, Thomas Bu- 
chanan. That was followed 
by Rush to Judgment by 
another liberal, Mark Lane, 
who likewise argued that 
Oswald was not really a 
communist. 

Another interesting theo- 
ry is that Kennedy was chal- 
lenging the monopoly of the 
Federal Reserve System. In 
June 1963, Kennedy issued 
an executive order calling 
for the issuance of U.S. 
notes through the U.S. Trea- 
sury, rather than through the 
Fed. According to this the- 
ory, this action could have 
caused the assassination. 

Others argue that Kenne- 
dy was going to pull Amer- 
ican forces out of Vietnam 
after the 1964 election, and 
that the military-industrial 
complex wanted a more in- 
tense U.S. involvement in 
Vietnam and believed that a 
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President Johnson would give them that. 
Two days before the assassination, Ken- 
nedy approved an Accelerated Withdrawal 
Program, which would have ended Ameri- 
can involvement in Vietnam in 1965. Two 
days after the assassination, Johnson can- 
celed the plan. 


Did Oswald Act Alone? 

As Posner argues in Case Closed, these 
theories cannot all be true (although some 
combination of them is quite possible). 
Accordingly, he makes the case that while 
others had motivation and were no doubt 
happy about Kennedy’s demise, Lee Har- 
vey Oswald acted alone. Under this theo- 
ry, Oswald just had an unexpected oppor- 
tunity to kill Kennedy, for reasons fully 
known only to him. He was an ideological 
communist who had also tried to murder 


Collateral? Dallas police officer J.D. Tippit was shot to death by Lee Harvey 
Oswald shortly after Kennedy’s assassination. Some have speculated that 
Tippit was part of the conspiracy and was supposed to silence Oswald, but 
Oswald shot him first. 


General Edwin Walker, a well-known con- 
servative activist in Dallas. 

Posner argues that Oswald got his job at 
the Texas School Book Depository before 
it was known publicly that JFK was going 
to be in Dallas, much less that the presi- 
dential motorcade was going to pass by the 
building. (Of course, if Oswald was part of 
a Deep State conspiracy, it would be quite 
plausible that such information would be 
known to powerful Deep Staters, who 
would then have passed that information 
on to their agent, Oswald.) 

Those who contend that Oswald had 
nothing to do with the assassination must 
explain why he was the lone employee to 
leave the building that day. Why did he go 
back to his rooming house and get a gun? 
Why was he walking down the street in 
the direction of a bus station, which could 
have taken him all the way 
to Mexico, when confront- 
ed by Dallas police officer 
J.D. Tippit? For those who 
argue that Tippit was part 
of a conspiracy, and that his 
role was to kill Oswald, why 
did Tippit not even have his 
gun drawn when Oswald 
murdered him? 

Posner has his own ques- 
tions to answer. He buys 
the “magic bullet” theory, 
which argues against mul- 
tiple shooters by argu- 
ing that one bullet passed 
through Kennedy, through 
Governor Connally’s back, 
through his wrist, then into 
his thigh, and finally ended 
up in near-perfect condition 
on a stretcher at Parkland 
Hospital. And if Oswald 
was the lone shooter, fir- 
ing from behind, why did 
a motorcycle cop behind 
and to the left of Kennedy 
get sprayed by Kennedy’s 
blood and brain matter, 
which is what would have 
happened if JFK was shot 
from the front and to the 
right from behind the picket 
fence on the grassy knoll? 

After 60 years, questions 
understandably remain 
about the assassination. 
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JFK ASSASSINATION MISDIRECTION 


After the Kennedy assassination, the mainstream media tried to blame right-wing 
conservatives for his death. This is another example of Deep State misdirection. 
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by Alex Newman 


ne of the most stunning features 
@) of the aftermath of President John 

F. Kennedy’s assassination was 
the massive proliferation of “theories” 
to supposedly “explain” it. The incred- 
ible campaign of confusion included an 
almost endless array of phony narratives, 
many of them blaming conservatives and 
patriotic Americans, designed to misdirect 
researchers and those searching for the 
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truth. The lies have echoed down through 
history to this day. 

Aside from the Warren Commission’s 
widely disbelieved narrative, at least 42 
organizations, 82 assassins, and well over 
200 accomplices have been accused by 
those who reject the official story, ac- 
cording to former prosecutor and JFK re- 
searcher Vincent Bugliosi. In the end, the 
“official” narrative concluded that a lone 
gunman, communist Lee Harvey Oswald, 
acted alone, for no apparent grand pur- 
pose, and was then shot by another lone 
gunman, again without any broad opera- 
tion involved. 


That conclusion may or may not have 
elements of truth to it. While it seems 
likely Oswald was involved somehow, his 
well-documented contacts with the Soviet 
Union and the Deep State’s obvious mo- 
tives for wanting to remove Kennedy sug- 
gest there may be more to the story. But 
regardless of what really happened, what 
is clear is that the establishment media and 
other Deep State forces began sowing con- 
fusion in an effort to misdirect Americans 
from the start. 

The far-left New York Times, for in- 
stance, ran the headline “Why America 
Weeps: Kennedy Victim of Violent Streak 
He Sought to Curb in the Nation.” U.S. 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Earl War- 
ren — a man who spent his career wag- 
ing war on the Constitution he swore to 
uphold — falsely pointed to “the hatred 
and bitterness that has been injected into 
the life of our nation by bigots.” As James 
Piereson explains in his book Camelot 
and the Cultural Revolution, even regular 
liberals wanted a narrative that featured 
Kennedy as a martyr for “progress.” Sixty 
years later, the misdirection continues. 

One of the primary efforts at misdirec- 
tion has been to point the finger at conser- 
vatives and “right-wing extremists” who 
supposedly ran wild in Dallas and created 
a “hate-filled” atmosphere in the city. How 
political disagreements on policy issues 
can be interpreted as “hate” is never made 
clear by those peddling the phony narra- 
tive. And why it is “hate” when conserva- 
tives disagree, but not when those on the 
Left bomb and terrorize their foes, is never 
explained, either. One frequent group tar- 
geted by the anti-conservative propagan- 
dists is The John Birch Society, the parent 
of this magazine. Also in the crosshairs are 
“oil barons,” some of whom were affili- 
ated with JBS. 

Exhibit A in the fake-news efforts at 
misdirection was the infamous “Wanted 
for Treason” handbill featuring JFK that 
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handbill, too. 

The fake news, perhaps 
even more dishonest in the 
1960s (before the internet) 
than it is today, did every- 
thing possible to bolster 
the fraudulent narrative that 
Dallas was a city of “hate” 
and that this alleged hate- 
fulness is what led to JFK 
being shot. To support that 
natrative, propagandist Dan 
Rather of CBS News re- 
ported that schoolchildren in 
Dallas had “cheered” when 
they learned of JFK’s mur- 
der. This lie was propagated 
widely in the fake media, 
and continues to be parroted 
by some modern-day propa- 


circulated in Dallas ahead of his visit. The 
document charged the president with be- 
traying the U.S. Constitution, surrender- 
ing U.S. sovereignty to the communist- 
controlled United Nations, encouraging 
communist-inspired racial riots, appoint- 
ing “anti-Christians” to various offices 
including in the judiciary, and lying to 
Americans on numerous issues. 

Another piece of “evidence” still regu- 
larly cited by dishonest voices seeking to 
pin the blame for JFK’s murder on conser- 
vatives or the supposedly hate-filled atmo- 
sphere of the city is a full-page ad (shown 
above) that ran in the Dallas Morning 
News. The advertisement, purchased by 
conservative critics including members of 
JBS, welcomed President Kennedy to Dal- 
las and explained that thinking Americans 
had a constitutionally protected right to 
disagree with, question, and criticize the 
president. 

The ad also asked a series of 12 impor- 
tant questions about his policies. These 
touched on topics such as the U.S. sale of 
critical goods to the communist regime in 
North Vietnam, the decision to welcome 
the communist dictator of Yugoslavia, the 
betrayal of anti-communist forces around 
the world, the formal recognition of com- 
munist regimes in Eastern Europe, prohib- 
iting a film by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities on U.S. military 
bases, and more. The media disingenu- 
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gandists 60 years later. 

The outrageously fake news report in- 
volved students at University Park Ele- 
mentary School. It is true that they cheered 
that day. But in reality, as Jack Coleman 
of Newsbusters explained, they were not 
cheering the president’s death — they did 
not even know about it. What actually hap- 
pened is that, without explaining that the 
president had been murdered, the princi- 
pal announced that the children would be 
going home early. They were celebrating 
because they were leaving school — not 
because of the murder. 

The media also constantly pointed the 
finger at various conservative leaders in 
Dallas such as Texas oil magnates H.L. 
Hunt and Clint Murchison, as well as Gen- 
eral Edwin Walker. Ironically, Oswald had 
actually tried to murder General Walked 
earlier in 1963 but missed when he took 
the shot. And yet, to this day, the phony 
narrative continues to be peddled by pro- 
pagandists in the media, almost certainly 
to misdirect those curious enough to in- 
vestigate JFK’s murder themselves. 

Even the Warren Commission — led by 
Chief Justice Earl Warren, hardly a con- 
servative firebrand — acknowledged it 
had found “no evidence” that the “extreme 
views expressed toward President Kenne- 
dy by some rightwing groups centered in 
Dallas or any other general atmosphere of 
hate or rightwing extremism which may 
have existed in the city of Dallas had any 


connection with Oswald’s actions on No- 
vember 22, 1963.” 

But there was certainly a Soviet effort to 
blame conservatives — especially as de- 
tails of Oswald’s defection to the Soviet 
Union and his contacts with communist 
officials continued to surface. Shortly after 
the murder, for instance, a spokesman for 
the Soviet regime claimed “Barry Gold- 
water and other extremists on the right” 
were responsible for the assassination. 
Communist lackeys in America parroted 
the claim endlessly. 

While many key documents remain 
classified, some of the documents declas- 
sified by President Donald Trump in 2017 
shed additional light on the misdirec- 
tion. In May 1964, Soviet dictator Nikita 
Khrushchev met with heavyweight U.S. 
columnist Drew Pearson and tried to per- 
suade him that a “right-wing conspiracy” 
was behind the assassination, according to 
an intelligence report. 

Of course, there was lots of misdirec- 
tion in the aftermath of the JFK assassi- 
nation. Chances are good that some of it, 
if not much of it, was fueled by the very 
forces that murdered the president, po- 
tentially including the Soviet regime, the 
Central Intelligence Agency, or both. By 
throwing countless theories out, the mis- 
direction made it exceedingly difficult for 
everyday Americans to make sense of the 
act or discover the real perpetrators. 

Aside from sowing confusion with the 
misdirection, by spending so much energy 
blaming conservatives in and around Dal- 
las, the real conspirators were also able to 
demonize and demoralize patriots while 
giving liberals and the Left something to 
cling to that fit neatly with their broader 
worldview. In the end, Americans may 
never learn for sure who murdered Ken- 
nedy or why. And that is by design. 

Perhaps the last hope is that someday, 
some future president will declassify the 
remaining classified documents on the 
murder. But even then, conspirators pow- 
erful enough to assassinate a president and 
cover it up would almost certainly be pow- 
erful enough to plant or destroy evidence 
in government archives. In any case, con- 
tinuing to search for the truth is important 
— not just for its own sake, but for the 
sake of protecting future generations from 
horrors such as what happened 60 years 
ago in Dallas. Mf 
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IF YOU WANT IT STRAIGHT 


This article by JBS founder Robert Welch 
originally appeared in the January 1964 
issue of American Opinion. /t has been 
condensed for space. 


e can start with the fact that a 
President of the United States 
has been assassinated by a 


Communist within the United States.... 

The evidence is too overwhelming to 
admit of any doubt among realistic Ameri- 
canists that Oswald, like every Communist 
who commits any crime having to do with 
the political world, was acting under orders 
from above. So, whether or not this crime 
was decreed by Moscow, there is no doubt 
that it was planned by Communists high 
enough up to feel that the fait accompli 
would become pleasing to Moscow, would 
advance total Communist purposes, and 
would thereby enhance their own standing 
with the top command of the International 
Communist Conspiracy. 

It is the purpose of this short article, 
therefore, simply to look behind the assas- 
sination itself, into the question of what 
these plotters expected to accomplish. 
Some of these purposes went with the 
wind, of course, when Oswald fumbled his 
escape. Others are being fulfilled anyway. 
And while we must be dealing here in a 
combination of conjecture and analysis, 
the major and typical Communist designs 
become plain enough in any objective sur- 
vey of the crime and its background. 

... The Conspiracy would not expect to 
suffer by the substitution of Johnson for 
Kennedy in the White House. And this 
does not have to be the positive fault of ei- 
ther man. The Communist influences with- 
in the upper echelons of our Government 
today are so powerful that, in our opinion, 
not even a Taft in the White House could 
control them, unless and until enough of 
the American people are awakened to 
the real meaning of so many actions and 
events. Because of these continuing influ- 
ences there was, as we have pointed out 
before, not even a break in the aid by our 
Government to the Communist advance 
on all fronts, when we technically changed 
Administrations in 1961. And with the 
likelihood of any negative effect ruled out, 
as was the possibility of an uprising of the 
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wrath of the American people against the 
Communists ruled out, in both cases by the 
extent of the Communist controls already 
established, let’s take a look at the positive 
side from the Communist point of view. 

In the course of the awakening of Amer- 
ica, which was being brought about by the 
total efforts of many groups, there was a 
rapidly rising identification of the poli- 
cies of the Kennedy Administration with 
the plans of the Communists. There was 
even an increasing awareness of the fact 
that steps and measures of the Administra- 
tion, which were specifically presented to 
the American people as means of fight- 
ing Communism, were in fact helping the 
Communists, and had been cunningly de- 
signed by somebody behind the scenes for 
that purpose. 

But with the President converted into a 
martyr, by the bullet of an assassin, point- 
ing any finger at the parallel between what 
his Administration had been doing and 
what Moscow wanted was to be made 
completely unthinkable. 

The murder of the President would pro- 
vide a superb opportunity for the applica- 
tion of the Communist principle of rever- 
sal to the business of hate-mongering; and 
in one of the standard and most frequently 
rehearsed forms of that reversal. Always 
accuse the other side, as loudly and insis- 
tently as you can, of exactly the crimes 
which you yourself are committing. The 
Communists have used this technique so 
extensively and continuously for forty 
years that they would not know how to 
live without it. 

The motivating force in Karl Marx’s life 
was hatred. The chief prescription for put- 
ting over his doctrines has always been ha- 
tred. Since his time one Marxian leader after 
another, from Lenin to many of the lesser 
fry, has solemnly stated that all Communists 
must learn to hate; and has exhorted his fel- 
low Communists always to make hatred the 
keystone of their campaign against the soft 
and decadent disciples of capitalism. We 
are being treated right now to the greatest 
hate-mongering campaign in American his- 
tory, but it is a campaign of the Left to create 
hatred for the Right. 

Skipping several other identifiable gains 
or expected gains for the Communists, we 


come now to the one which did not mate- 
rialize, but which may have been the most 
important of all in the anticipations of the 
conspirators. For let there be no mistake 
about one thing. The Communists behind 
this murder were aiming at the absolute 
destruction of their realistic and aggres- 
sive opposition in the United States. The 
destruction of the organized anti-Commu- 
nist activities and anti-Communist forces 
in America, and the demoralization of all 
anti-Communist leaders and individuals, 
has been a major official project of the 
Communists since December, 1960. 

For this is where the Communist tech- 
nique of reversal was to have been used 
for something far more tangible and final 
than exercises in brainwashing or the com- 
position of propaganda. Perhaps the most 
brutal and horrible of all the Communist 
atrocities during the World War II period, 
which was the cold-blooded murder of 
the several thousand Polish army offi- 
cers whose bodies were piled in the mass 
graves at Katyn Forest — was blamed by 
the Communists on the Germans. 

Following this same technique, the assas- 
sination of the President would have been 
blamed specifically on some “right-wing” 
group as directly responsible for the crime. 
Thus the mind of America would have 
been converted temporarily into an unrea- 
soning mob mind, boiling over with mis- 
understanding, anger, and excitement. And 
with that springboard from which to jump, 
the wholesale arrests of anti-Communists 
would have been carried out just as rapidly 
as possible. While these flames of undis- 
criminating anger against practically all 
real Conservatives were being fanned and 
sustained by the lies of Communist propa- 
ganda, it was likely that quite a number of 
victims of the orgy would be lynched, or 
get “killed while resisting arrest’ by some 
of the goons deputized as Federal Marshals. 
So much the better from the Communist 
point of view. America was to be treated 
to its first taste of the Communist terror at 
work, and a paralyzing preview of the far 
greater terror to come. We were saved from 
this typically Communist scheme, based on 
long rehearsed Communist techniques, only 
by the fact that Oswald spilled too many 
beans before Ruby shot him down. i 
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JFK’s Rule Was No Camelot 


While often fondly referred to as “Camelot,” the JFK years brought 
corruption and vice into the White House. 
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by R. Cort Kirkwood 


he might well have gone the way of all flesh in old 

age, remembered at best as a mediocre president most 
notable for the Cuban Missile Crisis and his failure of nerve 
during the U.S.-backed invasion of anti-Communist Cubans 
at the Bay of Pigs. Beyond that, most of what we know about 
him is that he and his fetching wife, Jackie, brought dignity and 
white-tie-and-tails class to the White House. Such was JFK’s 
bewildering charm and good looks, and the High Hopes for his 
New Frontier, as Frank Sinatra’s campaign theme song went, 
that the time was called “Camelot,” where “July and August 
cannot be too hot,” “there’s a legal limit to the snow,” “win- 


H: President John F. Kennedy not been assassinated, 
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Carefully curated: Most of what the public knows about John F. 
Kennedy comes from nostalgic photos, such as this one of John-John 
(now dead) peering out from under his father’s desk in the Oval Office. 


ter is forbidden till December,” and “summer lingers through 
September.” 

But the late trailblazing conservative writer M. Stanton Evans 
probably expressed better than anyone what really happened 
when the Kennedy Circus erected its tent. He analogized with 
Chubby Checkers’ West African shuffle: “I say The Twist was 
originated in Washington by the Kennedy administration — a lot 
of frantic motion with no visible progress.” 

That dismal record explains why most of what we see and hear 
about JFK appears in nostalgic family photos and films: Kennedy 
Christmases, touch football at the Hyannisport “compound,” or 
now dead John-John peeping out from under POTUS 35’s Oval 
Office desk. And of course, every November 22, we are treated 
to an assassination retrospective and endless loop of the Zapruder 
Film, which recorded the moment his head exploded in Dealey 
Plaza in Dallas, Texas. 

A better understanding of JFK might be found by looking at 
the legacy he left behind, not least his undermining Catholic 
moral teaching in the public square, which directly led to his 
family’s promoting abortion on demand. 


Dirty Man, Dirty Politics 

Despite the romantic image partly fashioned by Hollywood ce- 
lebrities such as Sinatra and his Rat Pack, JFK was neither an 
honest nor a particularly capable man. 

His famous “bestselling” book, for instance, 1956’s Profiles 
in Courage, was a put-up job. Mostly written by speechwriter 
Ted Sorenson, the book sold two million copies. Then again, 
whiskey smuggler Joe Kennedy, JFK’s father, bought thousands 
of copies to ensure it was a bestseller, Seymour Hersh reported 
in The Dark Side of Camelot. Bookworms are probably chow- 
ing down on them in the basement of the “compound” manse 
even today. As well, Father Kennedy asked friend Arthur Krock 
of The New York Times, a former member of the Pulitzer Prize 
board, to lobby the panel on JFK’s behalf, Craig Fehrman wrote 
for Politico. The pressure worked. Kennedy won the prize for 
biography in 1957. 

“John F. Kennedy is the only man in history that I know who 
won a Pulitzer Prize for a book that was ghostwritten for him,” 
columnist Drew Pearson told ABC’s Mike Wallace on his inter- 
view program. Kennedy and Sorenson agreed to keep the latter’s 
authorship a secret, lest it ruin JFK’s forthcoming campaign for 
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president. Papa Kennedy threatened to sue 
the network, which retracted Pearson’s 
claim. 

JFK was famous for his extramarital 
shenanigans, of course, including using 
prostitutes and skinny-dipping in the 
White House pool with his brothers and 
two secretaries called Fiddle and Faddle. 
He told British Prime Minister Harold 
MacMillan that if he didn’t have sex for 
three days, he got a headache. That un- 
slakable thirst for sex nearly derailed his 
campaign. A female supporter, Florence 
Kater, snapped a photo of Kennedy, face 
hidden with a handkerchief, as he left the 
apartment of an aide at 3:00 a.m. Kennedy 
accosted her and her husband on the street 
and warned her not to go public, and an 
aide even visited the woman seven times 
to persuade her likewise. 

In 1959, she wrote to some four dozen 
top officials across Washington, D.C., 
about the encounter and included the 
photo. Both landed on the desk of FBI Di- 
rector J. Edgar Hoover. She even showed 
up at a campaign event with an enlarge- 
ment on a placard, which also drew news 
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coverage. She was denounced as a heckler. 
It was fake news! 

Kater later confessed to reporter Bob 
Clark of the Washington Star that she of- 
fered to drop the matter in exchange for 
Kennedy’s buying her an expensive im- 
pressionist painting. She also told Clark 
that she had recordings of JFK’s adulter- 
ous sexcapades. When Clark phoned edi- 
tor Charles Seib with the story, “he was 
put on hold while Seib checked with his 
superiors,” Hersh reported. 

“A few moments later, Seib returned to 
the telephone and ordered [Clark] ‘to drop 
the story,’” Hersh said. “He wouldn’t even 
let me go back to listen to the tapes.” The 
story would “have blown Kennedy out 
of the water,” Clark rightly concluded. 
“There never would have been a President 
Kennedy.” 

Kennedy bedded so many women — 
again, many of them prostitutes even when 
he was president — he suffered myriad 
venereal diseases and with chronic sexu- 
ally transmitted, non-gonorrheal urethritis, 
even at the time of his murder. His autopsy 
showed signs of chlamydia. 


Beautiful people: Such was the high-society charm and surpassing good looks of JFK and wife 
Jackie that Americans were bamboozled into thinking they lived in a new country called “Camelot.” 
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Indeed, Kennedy’s sex addiction might 
have killed him, Hersh reported. On No- 
vember 22, Kennedy was wearing a groin- 
to-shoulder brace because he ripped a 
groin muscle during poolside shenanigans 
with one of his many sex partners: 


It was far more constraining than his 
usual back brace, which he also con- 
tinued to wear. The two braces were 
meant to keep him as comfortable as 
possible during the strenuous days of 
campaigning, including that day in 
Dallas. 

Those braces also made it impossi- 
ble for the president to bend in reflex 
when he was struck in the neck by the 
bullet fired by Lee Harvey Oswald. 
Oswald’s first successful shot was 
not necessarily fatal, but the presi- 
dent remained erect — and an excel- 
lent target for the second, fatal blow 
to the head. Kennedy’s groin brace, 
which is now the possession of the 
National Archives in Washington, 
was not mentioned in the public au- 
topsy report. Nor was the injury that 
led to his need for it. 


Those are just a few of the tales that rath- 
er dull the shine of the Camelot king’s 
crown. 

Hersh, the former New York Times- 
man who exposed the My Lai massacre 
that greatly harmed America’s war effort 
in Vietnam, also explained Kennedy’s re- 
markable victory over Hubert Humphrey 
in anti-Catholic West Virginia’s 1960 presi- 
dential primary. JFK bought the vote. Little 
brother Ted was the bag man, and traveled 
hither and thither across the Mountain 
State with $5,000 cash payments for party 
committeemen. Total spent to corral votes: 
$275,000. Locals told the Kennedys to pay 
off sheriffs, too, the real power in many 
counties, and one top Democrat collected 
$40,000 for his effort. 

As for the general election, Hersh re- 
ported, Kennedy robbed Richard Nixon of 
Illinois with the help of Mayor Richard 
Daley’s Democratic machine and Chicago 
Outfit chieftain Sam Giancana. Daley and 
Giancana organized a vote fraud and buy- 
ing scheme that was so successful that 
even JFK thought his margin of victory in 
Chicago was suspect. 

Recruited to help by Sinatra, as daugh- 
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ter Tina told Hersh and then 60 Minutes 
three years later, Giancana lined up the 
labor unions to back JFK. And he bragged 
about it. “Listen, honey,” he told his moll 
Judith Exner — who also rumpled the 
bedsheets with Kennedy — “if it wasn’t 
for me your boyfriend wouldn’t even be 
in the White House.” 

“Giancana was not exaggerating,” 
Hersh reported, citing G. Robert Blakey, 
a former special prosecutor for the Jus- 
tice Department and chief counsel to the 
U.S. House Assassinations Committee in 
the 1970s. FBI wiretaps, he told Hersh, 
proved “beyond doubt, in my judgment, 
that enough votes were stolen — let me 
repeat that — stolen in Chicago to give 
Kennedy a sufficient margin that he car- 
ried the state of Illinois.” Giancana also 
controlled vote fraud in congressional 
elections, and “money generated by the 
mob was put into the 1960 election,” 
Blakey told Hersh. Mobbed-up Sinatra 
middled the money to Joe Kennedy. “Can 
you say mob money made the difference?” 
Blakey asked. “My judgment is yes.” 

Space does not permit a lengthy assess- 
ment of the Kennedy administration. It suf- 
fices to say, again, it failed to achieve any- 
thing significant. Most notable, however, 
was Kennedy’s reprehensible decision to 
abandon the Cuban patriots who invaded 
their homeland on April 17, 1961 to over- 
throw communist dictator Fidel Castro. 

As Mario Lazo reported for Reader ’s 
Digest in 1964, Kennedy adamantly re- 
fused to provide air cover for the Bay of 
Pigs liberators. When Admiral Arleigh 
Burke, chief of Naval Operations, re- 
quested permission for a destroyer to bar- 
rage Castro’s forces, Kennedy asked what 
would happen if the communist tyrant’s 
forces fired back and hit the destroyer. 
“Then we’ll knock the hell out of them!” 
Burke replied. 

That would mean the United States was 
publicly involved in the invasion, Ken- 
nedy said. “We are involved, sir,” Burke 
replied. “We trained and armed these Cu- 
bans. We helped land them on the beaches. 
God-d**mit, Mr. President, we can’t let 
those boys be slaughtered there!” 

That is exactly what happened. 


The Kennedys and Abortion 


Kennedy succeeded as president and 
Democratic politician on one count. When 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


AP Images 


Pro-choice Catholics? JFK’s speech to the Greater Houston Ministerial Association in 1960 set 
the stage for the argument that a Catholic can be “personally opposed to abortion” but permit the 
state to legalize it. Though the outlines of that argument were fleshed out in 1964, Senator Ted 
Kennedy (shown here with JFK) was pro-life into the 1970s. 


he promised to be an indifferent, if not 
bad, Catholic to assure Protestant voters 
he wouldn’t take orders from the pope, 
he didn’t just create a near obligation for 
Catholics to ignore their faith when vot- 
ing or running for office. He also set the 
stage for the “personally opposed, but...” 
argument that “pro-choice” Catholic poli- 
ticians have used ever since to justify vot- 
ing to permit the murder of the unborn. 

Speaking before the Protestant Greater 
Houston Ministerial Association on Sep- 
tember 12, 1960, Kennedy was clear. His 
Catholic faith would not guide his deci- 
sions as president. 

“IT am not the Catholic candidate for 
President,” he told the ministers. “I am the 
Democratic Party’s candidate for Presi- 
dent who happens also to be a Catholic. 
I do not speak for my church on public 
matters — and the church does not speak 
for me”: 


Whatever issue may come before me 
as President — on birth control, di- 
vorce, censorship, gambling or any 
other subject — I will make my deci- 
sion in accordance with these views, 


in accordance with what my con- 
science tells me to be the national in- 
terest, and without regard to outside 
religious pressures or dictates. And 
no power or threat of punishment 
could cause me to decide otherwise. 


He promised to resign from the presidency 
if his conscience was conflicted. Looking 
back at the speech and Kennedy’s leg- 
endary sexual appetite, going on about 
his “conscience” was droll commentary 
on either his honesty or his lack of self- 
awareness. But a question many must have 
asked is who or what formed and guided 
Kennedy’s conscience. 

The speech foreshadowed what would 
come from the same quarters three years 
later. 

“In July 1964, several liberal theolo- 
gians received invitations to the Kennedy 
family compound in Hyannisport, Massa- 
chusetts, for a discussion of how a Catho- 
lic politician should handle the abortion 
issue,” Philip Lawler wrote in The Faith- 
ful Departed: The Collapse of Boston’s 
Catholic Culture. Abortion would not be 
an issue in the 1964 Senate campaign of 
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In the bag: Chicago Mayor Richard Daley and Mafia chieftain Sam Giancana ensured that JFK 
would defeat Richard Nixon in Chicago in the 1960 election. Kennedy and Nixon are shown here 


in the 1960 presidential debate. 


father of 10 Robert F. Kennedy, but the 
“planners had the more distant future in 
mind”: 


For two days, the theologians hud- 
dled ... [and then] reached a con- 
sensus, which they passed along to 
their political patrons. Abortion, they 
agreed, could sometimes be morally 
acceptable as a lesser of two evils. 
Lawmakers should certainly not 
encourage abortion, but a blanket 
prohibition might be more harmful 
to the common good than allowing 
abortion in some cases. And a dan- 
ger to the common good would very 
likely arise if political leaders sought 
to impose their own private views on 
public policy.... 

Thus, the basic lines of “pro- 
choice” rhetoric were sketched out by 
Catholic theologians at the residence 
of America’s most famous Catholic 
family, nine years before the Roe v. 
Wade [U.S. Supreme Court] decision 
[that legalized abortion on demand]. 
The late President Kennedy had al- 
ready laid the foundation for the 
argument that a Catholic politician 
must not attempt to enact his private 
religious views; now his brothers 
were prepared to take the step for- 
ward. They were ready to explain 
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that they were personally opposed to 
abortion, but... 


One Kennedy brother didn’t get the mes- 
sage, at least not right away. Eight years 
later, answering a letter, then-Senator 
Ted Kennedy explained why he opposed 
abortion. 

“Once life has begun, no matter at what 
stage of growth,” Kennedy wrote, “it is 
my belief that termination should not be 
decided merely by desire”: 


When history looks back to this era 
it should recognize this generation as 
one which cared about human beings 
enough to halt the practice of war, 
to provide a decent living for every 
family, and to fulfill its responsibility 
to its children from the very moment 
of conception. 


Senator Kennedy later changed his mind 
to become one of Capitol Hill’s most vo- 
ciferous supporters of murdering the un- 
born, which means either he didn’t believe 
what he wrote, or his life of drunkenness 
and debauchery had darkened his intellect. 
Something had to change, either his be- 
havior or his beliefs. Changing his beliefs 
enabled him to rationalize his behavior. 
Indeed, so dark was Ted Kennedy’s in- 
tellect that when he wrote to Pope Bene- 
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dict as death from brain cancer beckoned, 
he offered a list of public policy positions, 
including opposition to the death penalty, 
that supposedly demonstrated his fealty 
to Catholic moral teaching. Yet he said 
nothing about abortion. “I’ve never failed 
to believe and respect the fundamental 
teachings of my faith,” Kennedy wrote. 
He must have been personally opposed to 
abortion, but... 

With the notable exception of the late 
Eunice (Kennedy) Shriver and her hus- 
band, Sargent, the Kennedy family has 
been adamantly pro-abortion. 


The Real Story 

The truth about JFK is sobering. He was 
a sex addict whose carnal shenanigans 
were a major national security risk — he 
canoodled with a suspected East German 
spy and a Chinese prostitute — who won 
a Pulitzer Prize for a book he didn’t write, 
and who then stole a primary and nation- 
al election with money and the power it 
can buy (and with the help of organized 
crime). 

That helps explain at least one of the 
myriad assassination conspiracy theories. 
As attorney general, Robert F. Kennedy 
continued the crusade against organized 
crime he began as an aide on the Senate 
Select Committee on Improper Activities 
in Labor and Management, also known 
as the Rackets Committee. RFK had fa- 
mously ridiculed Giancana during com- 
mittee questioning 18 months before JFK 
took office. 

Continuing that crusade betrayed the 
mob. The disloyalty called for revenge. 
Florida Mafia chieftain Santo Trafficante, 
Jr. and New Orleans mob boss Carlos 
Marcellos supposedly organized the hit on 
November 22, 1963. In 1992, Frank Ra- 
gano, an attorney for Trafficante, revealed 
a deathbed declaration from the gangster: 
“Carlos f***ed up. We shouldn’t have 
gotten rid of Giovanni [John]. We should 
have killed Bobby.” 

Whatever one believes about the assas- 
sination, the bullet or bullets that killed 
Kennedy did not deprive the nation of a 
remarkable leader of so much promise and 
unrealized dreams. 

Perhaps the most salient observation 
about JFK, apropos of Hersh’s Dark Side 
of Camelot, is this: There really wasn’t a 
bright side. Hl 
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The Kennedys and Joe McCarthy 


Senator Joe McCarthy has been maligned by the establishment for decades as a right- 
wing nut. But not many knew that he was a close friend of the Kennedy family. 


by R. Cort Kirkwood frites 

' ), y hen it comes to the Kennedys, America’s “royal fam- 

ily,” as they say, most Americans at one time were at 

least vaguely familiar with the legend. They knew 

about Joe Jr.’s death in World War II, and about John F.’s hero- 

ics in the Pacific after a Japanese destroyer cut the PT 109 in 

half. They knew about touch football games at the Hyannisport 

“compound,” and saw the photographs of JFK sailing the Victura 

around Nantucket. And, of course, they knew that John F. and his 

little brother Robert F. couldn’t possibly have died at the hands of 

“lone gunmen.” Both were the victims of wide-ranging, yet-to-be 

revealed conspiracies. And surely many knew about the harem 

of floozies, from Gloria Swanson to Judith Exner, that family 
patriarch Joe Kennedy and JFK kept on call. 

Yet most Americans were and are as equally ignorant of one 
chapter in the clan’s meticulously documented saga. They know 
almost nothing about the Kennedys’ strong friendship — per- 
sonal and political — with someone that mainstream historians 
and the leftist mainstream media have portrayed as the most 
dangerous, terrifying figure of the mid-20th century. They know 
nothing about the Kennedys’ close alliance with this man because 
the media — and certainly the hard-left, contemporary Kennedys 
— don’t want them to know. 

The truth about the strong if not loving friendship and political 
alliance between the Kennedys and Senator Joseph R. McCarthy 
(R-Wis.) is rarely, if ever, discussed. It doesn’t fit with the myth 
of Camelot, or the myth of McCarthy’s sulfurous maleficence. 
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Family Fun, Family Money 

“Yes, that McCarthy,” the headline proclaimed over unfriendly 
biographer Larry Tye’s piece in The Boston Globe, adapted from 
his book Demagogue: The Life and Long Shadow of Senator Joe 
McCarthy. 

One needn’t read the book to know what it concluded. As the 
blurb on Amazon puts it, the biography declares that McCarthy 
was the “most dangerous demagogue in American history,” a 
man of “immense evil” and a “terrifying object lesson for us 
all.” M. Stanton Evans offered a rather more sober assessment 
in Blacklisted by History: The Untold Story of Senator Joe Mc- 
Carthy and His Fight Against America’s Enemies. But forget the 
dueling portraits. | Family friend: Most people don’t know that Senator Joe 

Whatever Tye thought of McCarthy, the Kennedys disagreed. McCarthy, the Wisconsin Republican censured for trying to root 
They knew him quite well, explained Tye, who also wrote Bobby communists out of the federal government, was a fast friend of 
Kennedy. The Making of a Liberal Icon. the Kennedy family. 
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“TJoe] Kennedy liked McCarthy per- 
sonally, saying, ‘If somebody was against 
him, he never tried to cut his heart out. He 
never said that anybody was a stinker,’” 
Tye wrote. Indeed, such was the affection 
between the two that it included the whole 
Kennedy kit and kaboodle: 


Senator McCarthy dated Kennedy sis- 
ters Patricia and Eunice in Washington 
when they visited Jack, and on Cape 
Cod, where Eunice thought it fun to 
push McCarthy out of her father’s 
boat until she learned he couldn’t 
swim. The Wisconsin senator played 
shortstop for the Barefoot Boys, the 
Kennedy family softball team (Mc- 
Carthy was benched after making 
four errors). And he cracked a rib dur- 
ing one of the storied touch football 
games on the lawn in Hyannisport. 


RFK’s wife, Ethel, put it this way: Far 
from being the monster depicted in the 
leftist media, McCarthy “was just plain 
fun. He didn’t rant and roar, he was a 
normal guy.” 

Joe Kennedy pumped as much as 
$500,000 into McCarthy’s 1952 Sen- 
ate campaign, but of course demanded 
something in return. He wanted McCar- 
thy not to campaign for incumbent GOP 
Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr. of Mas- 
sachusetts. Lodge’s opponent was JFK. 
“The Bay State, after all, had enough 
Catholics and conservatives to make 
it hard-core McCarthy country, which 
is why even deep-blue Democrats like 
Tip O’Neill and John McCormack never 
criticized the Wisconsin senator,” Tye 
wrote. “Joe Kennedy understood better 
than any of them how a nod by McCar- 
thy toward Lodge, his Republican col- 
league, could on its own doom the bid 
by young Jack.” 

McCarthy told Lodge he would endorse 
him, but not speak against young Kenne- 
dy. Lodge told him not to bother. Kennedy 
won by a slim margin, possibly because 
McCarthy kept his mouth shut. The rest, 
as they say, is history. 

JFK was at least partially pro-McCar- 
thy. Like McCarthy, JFK attacked the Tru- 
man administration for its soft-on-China 
policy, McCarthy biographer Arthur Her- 
man wrote for The New York Times. In 
February 1952, the rising political star 
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Friends and supporters: Patriarch Joe Kennedy (center) supported McCarthy’s Senate campaign, 


and Robert F. Kennedy (left) defended McCarthy in his crusade against communism in the U.S. 
government. 
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was at Harvard University’s Spree Club 
and heard a speaker attack McCarthy “in 
the same breath as Alger Hiss,” Herman 
explained: 


Kennedy shot back, “How dare you 
couple the name of a great Ameri- 
can patriot with that of a traitor!” 
Later he would back the Communist 
Control Act, a measure that went far 
beyond anything McCarthy had ever 
proposed, by virtually outlawing 
the Communist Party in the United 
States. 


But that wasn’t the only sign of JFK’s 
loyalty to McCarthy. On December 2, 
1954, when the Senate voted to censure 
McCarthy, Kennedy didn’t vote. He 
just happened to be in the hospital for 
spinal surgery. Kennedy explained why 
he didn’t vote in a hand-written letter 
prompted by an attack from muckrak- 
ers Jack Anderson and Drew Pearson in 
their “Washington Merry-Go-Round” 
column. 

“Scrawled in blue ink on four leaves 
of yellow memo paper and sent to a close 


friend and legislative aide, he explained 
that his operation had been ‘set in advance 
of the McCarthy censure business,’” The 
New York Times reported when the letter 
sold for $1,000 in 1972: 


[Pearson and Anderson] accused Mr. 
Kennedy of entering the hospital to 
avoid the debate and the censure 
vote “because of his [Senator Ken- 
nedy’s] huge McCarthy following in 
Massachusetts.” 


Herman observed that JFK “carefully con- 
trived” the hospital stay to avoid joining 
the unjust attack on McCarthy, who was 
“wildly popular with not only his father 
but his Irish and Italian constituents.” 


RFK and McCarthy 

Yet JFK wasn’t the only political Ken- 
nedy man who defended the patriot from 
Appleton, Wisconsin. 

After McCarthy was reelected in 1952, 
Bootlegger Joe called to get a job for son 
Bobby, a veteran anti-communist even at 
27 years old. 

“During his undergraduate years at Har- 
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Paying respect: Robert F. Kennedy attended Joe McCarthy’s funeral against JFK’s advice. He did 
so alone, apart from the crowds, to stay out of the media spotlight. 


vard in the late 1940s, Bobby had shown 
where he stood on McCarthy’s soon-to-be 
holy war against Communism when he de- 
fended the senator in impassioned debates 
with friends,” Tye continued: 


In a law school paper, he argued that 
President Franklin Roosevelt had 
sold out US interests in his agree- 
ment with the Soviets on the config- 
uration of postwar Europe. His first 
job after law school in 1951 was in- 
vestigating Bolsheviks at the Inter- 
nal Security Division of the Justice 
Department. And as manager for his 
brother Jack’s Senate campaign, he 
attacked Senator Lodge for being 
soft on Communism. 


Sounds like RFK was a candidate for char- 
ter membership in The John Birch Soci- 
ety. The “runt of the Kennedy litter,” as he 
was called, “was almost as alarmed as the 
senator about the ‘serious internal security 
threat to the United States.’” 

In fact, “Joe McCarthy seemed to be the 
only one who was doing anything about 
it,’ RFK said, and he backed McCarthy’s 
bare-knuckled tactics to fight the com- 
munist menace. “Joe’s methods may be 
a little rough,” he said, “but, after all, his 
goal is to expose Communists in govern- 
ment, and that’s a worthy goal. So why are 
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you reporters so critical of his methods?” 
That was the day after the Senate censured 
McCarthy. 

Which isn’t to say RFK didn’t have a 
very personal reason to want to work for 
McCarthy. 

Wrote Tye: 


Bobby knew his father admired Mc- 
Carthy, and he saw the senator as a 
reflection of much that he loved in 
his dad. Working for a tough-mind- 
ed jingoist like McCarthy also was 
Bobby’s way of trying to erase the 
public’s lingering memory of Joe 
Kennedy as a Nazi apologist and, as 
many British still saw FDR’s early- 
war ambassador to the Court of St. 
James’s, a coward. 


RFK quit his job when he didn’t get a pro- 
motion he wanted and because of his con- 
flict with McCarthy’s top aide, Roy Cohn. 
But if RFK was bitter about it, he appears 
to have forgiven McCarthy. 

RFK visited McCarthy shortly before 
he died, Tye explained in an excerpt from 
Demagogue in the Milwaukee Journal- 
Sentinel, and insisted on attending Mc- 
Carthy’s funeral at St. Mary’s Church in 
Appleton, against his big brother’s advice. 

When a delegation of McCarthy’s sup- 
porters landed in Green Bay for the fu- 
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neral, RFK remained behind and rode to 
Appleton separately: 


When the crowd was gone, Kennedy 
slipped down the exit ramp unno- 
ticed. Nobody was waiting because 
no one knew he was coming. He rode 
into town not with the pack of sena- 
tors and congressmen but in the front 
seat of a Cadillac convertible driven 
by reporter Edwin Bayley, who was 
covering McCarthy’s funeral for The 
Milwaukee Journal. 

At the church, Bobby sat in the 
choir loft, distracted and alone, and 
at the graveside he stood apart from 
the rest of the officials from Wash- 
ington. When the service was over, 
Kennedy asked Bayley and other 
journalists not to write about his 
being there. The reporters, already 
in the Kennedy thrall, did as he 
asked. 


He attended the service quietly, almost se- 
cretly. But for the old friend who played 
softball for the Barefoot Boys — a fellow 
Irish Catholic ruthlessly and relentlessly 
attacked by pro-communist yet Kennedy- 
obsessed media — RFK nonetheless per- 
formed two of the seven corporal works of 
mercy. He visited the sick and he buried 
the dead. 

What RFK and McCarthy discussed at 
their farewell we are not given to know. 
We do know that, for at least one Kennedy, 
visiting a friend as he breathed his last and 
laying him to rest were obligations with 
which he could not, would not, and did not 
dispense. 

Noting that RFK later “transformed,” 
Tye judged the relationship between RFK 
and McCarthy “one of the most implau- 
sible in U.S. political history.” 

It would be for the rootless cosmopoli- 
tans for whom politics and ideology is 
all, and who don’t understand that blood 
is thicker than water, and that, in the end, 
blood will tell. 

They were anti-communists, of course. 
But they were also Irish. They were Cath- 
olics. And they were friends. 

The truth about the Kennedy-McCar- 
thy combine is only implausible to those 
who wish it weren’t so. That just might 
explain why so few Americans know 
about it. Hi 
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Key Eyewitness 
Opens Up 


by William P. Hoar 


The Final Witness: A Kennedy Secret 
Service Agent Breaks His Silence After 
60 Years, by Paul Landis, Chicago: Chi- 
cago Review Press, 2023, 240 pages, hard- 
cover. 


“Everything happened so fast. BAM! I 
heard the sound of a high-powered rifle 
being fired, coming from behind us, from 
over my right shoulder.” 


e are on page 156, having been 
transported in print to Dealey 
Plaza in Dallas on November 


22, 1963. We are riding the rear of the right 
running board on a black Cadillac convert- 
ible, which is code-named Halfback. Our 
narrator at the time is a 28-year-old Secret 
Service agent situated just behind the lim- 
ousine carrying the president of the United 
States and his wife, as well as the governor 
of Texas and his wife. 

The next several seconds and what en- 
sued changed the futures of many — and 
cost the life of John F. Kennedy. It also 
altered history. Endless speculation — 
about who and why and how — stimulated 
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A KENNEDY 
SECRET SERVICE 
AGENT BREAKS 
HIS SILENCE 
AFTER 60 YEARS 


PAUL LANDIS 


a wave of analyses, including hundreds of 
books, with more to come on this 60th an- 
niversary of the tragic death. 

According to the official report of the 
Warren Commission that investigated the 
assassination, published in September 
1964, Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone, 
firing three shots — with the second and 
third striking the president and the third 
killing Kennedy. It led to what has been 
called the “single-bullet theory” (with the 
bullet sometimes being called “pristine” or 
“magic” since it presumably was respon- 


sible for seven entry/exit wounds in both 
the president and the governor, causing all 
of Governor John Connally’s wounds and 
the non-fatal wounds to Kennedy, while 
escaping virtually unscathed). 

Nonetheless, according to public offi- 
cial polls a decade ago, just before the 50th 
anniversary of the assassination, more 
than 60 percent of Americans believed the 
murder was not the work of one man, but 
rather part of a conspiracy. 

What the Warren Commission did not 
do was interview the agent who was per- 
haps 15 feet from the struck president on 
that fateful day. (According to Paul Landis, 
now age 88, only one of the eight agents 
in the follow-up car was interviewed by 
the commission; at the time, Landis was 
detailed to the protection of First Lady 
Jacqueline Kennedy.) 

When word broke about the upcom- 
ing book by Landis, he was interviewed 
by The New York Times, which noted that 
the commission’s investigators came up 
with the single-bullet theory in part be- 
cause the bullet was supposedly found on 
Connally’s stretcher at Parkland Memorial 
Hospital. So, said the Times, the investiga- 
tors “assumed it had exited his body dur- 
ing efforts to save his life.” 

Not so, says Landis. He maintains that 
the Warren Commission was wrong. 

The account at hand, says the author, “is 
the story I kept buried — even from my- 
self — for more than fifty years.” 
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THE REVIEW 


Shots Erupt in Dallas 

The key eyewitness is now describ- 
ing when the second shot rang out. That 
also, he writes, “came from behind, but it 
sounded louder than the first one. It also 
had a different feeling, a different rever- 
beration. It was still the sound of a high- 
powered rifle, but it was definitely differ- 
ent from the first.” 

It is a macabre, horrifying image — 
one that has haunted Landis for decades. 
Here’s the mental picture as the presumed 
third bullet finds its mark: “I saw a flash 
of white as the right side of President Ken- 
nedy’s head exploded in a pink spray of 
blood, flesh, and brain matter. I automati- 
cally ducked, not wanting to get splattered 
as we drove through it.” 

He knew, the former agent recalls, that 
the president “probably died the instant 
the third shot hit him in the head.” 

This new volume, The Final Witness: 
A Kennedy Secret Service Agent Breaks 
His Silence After 60 Years, is a largely 
a personal memoir. And it’s touching in 
many places, effective generally, and pre- 
dominately evocative of the “Camelot era” 
painted by so many in the largely friendly 
mass media of the time. At one point, 
Landis was the youngest agent in the 
Secret Service, garnering the code-name 
“Debut.” His first temporary assignment 


Memories: Author and former Kennedy Secret Service agent Paul Landis gives many personal 


with the U.S. Secret Service was protect- 
ing President Dwight Eisenhower’s grand- 
children prior to JFK’s election. (The book 
includes photos throughout, many per- 
sonal, including one with an Eisenhower 
grandchild giving the young agent “bunny 
ears” for the camera.) 

His assignment with the Kennedys 
began with the “Kiddie Detail,” where, 
for instance, we see him running alongside 
JFK daughter Caroline, age four, atop her 
pony Macaroni outside the White House. 
He tells of some much more innocent mis- 
haps from that period — such as when he 
and Caroline and the pony surprised the 
president by popping into his office. (The 
smiling chief executive, we are told, said 
“Mr. Landis, I really don’t think this is a 
good idea.”’) 

We get to travel, vicariously, with Ken- 
nedy family members to Hyannisport, 
Massachusetts; Newport, Rhode Island; 
Middleburg, Virginia; and West Palm 
Beach, Florida; among other places. There 
is time in Ravello, Italy, as well. For the 
most part, the book is apolitical. When 
the agent transfers to the “Lace Detail” 
(named after the First Lady’s Secret Ser- 
vice code-name), it is a critical time his- 
torically — though coverage of the Cuban 
Missile Crisis is essentially reduced to one 
long paragraph. 


details in his new book, such as when Caroline Kennedy brought her pony, Macaroni (shown 


here), into the White House. 
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Personal tragedy intrudes when Mrs. 
Kennedy goes into premature labor and 
Landis must rush her in the car to Otis 
Air Force Base, zooming 80 mph through 
country roads. The most concerning part 
of that trip is in Centerville, Massachu- 
setts, when they encounter a short stretch 
on Craigville Beach (a specific spot this 
reviewer remembers from his own young- 
er years) with a 10-mph speed limit and 
speed bumps. The First Lady gives birth to 
Patrick Bouvier Kennedy in the emergen- 
cy wing of the military hospital. Thereaf- 
ter, however, the stricken baby, accompa- 
nied by Landis, had to be rushed to Boston 
Children’s Hospital. He died shortly later. 

Landis also accompanied the First Lady 
to Greece, a trip highlighted by a cruise 
on a yacht owned by Aristotle Onassis. 
That’s followed by an unexpected side trip 
to Morocco. It was on the return trip from 
Morocco that word came that the president 
wanted the First Lady to go with him on a 
trip to Texas, with the departure date even- 
tually set for November 21, 1963. 

The first nine chapters, even if readers do 
enjoy the diverting recollections of this Se- 
cret Service agent, are of course a prelude. 
After all, you don’t sell too many books 
provisionally entitled How I Got Macaroni 
Out of the Oval Office Before He Started 
Peeing on the Presidential-seal Rug. 


Found in Limo, Bullet Placed on 
President’s Stretcher in Hospital 

The core of the Landis book, drawing its 
principal attention and which prompted 
articles in, among other outlets, The New 
York Times and the BBC, and an exten- 
sive article by Vanity Fair even before the 
volume appeared in print, is its fresh rev- 
elations about the shots in Dallas. Some 
already are insisting that new assertions 
should finally topple the Warren Com- 
mission’s single-bullet theory (though it 
already has had many detractors). 

After the shooting, by his reckoning, 
Landis saw two bullet fragments in the 
presidential limo (he picked up the larger) 
in the blood next to Mrs. Kennedy (as 
agents finally convinced her to let go of 
the head of the “lifeless” president). In ad- 
dition, and most crucially, after she stood 
up, “I looked again at the seat and saw a 
bullet on top of the tufted black leather 
cushioning behind where she had been 
sitting. It was resting in a seam where the 
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tufted leather padding ended against the 
car’s metal body.” 

The bullet was, he says — and its photo- 
graph appears in this book and in the War- 
ren Commission report — “a completely 
intact bullet.” Picking it up and examining 
it, the agent saw that it was “approximately 
two inches long and in almost perfect con- 
dition.” Alone at this point, and concerned 
about the security of the crime scene (as he 
recalls in some length), the agent “slipped 
it in [his] right suit coat pocket.” All of this 
occurs in mere seconds. 

In short order, we find ourselves in 
the chaotic Parkland Memorial Hospital, 
where Landis’ racing thoughts swing back 
to the important evidence he has found and 
how it might be helpful in an autopsy. Lan- 
dis recounts how he placed the bullet on 
the blanket near the president’s left shoe. 

Meanwhile, the Secret Service and 
White House staff were trying to get the 
president’s body to Washington. Yet, the 
medical officials insisted — and it was 
Texas law after a homicide — that the body 
could not leave the hospital without an 
autopsy. Matters got heated. “I thought,” 
says Landis, “that a major altercation was 
going to escalate into something worse.” 

Skipping ahead, we get a good sense of 
the author’s subsequent nightmares and 
more, helping to prompt his early depar- 
ture from the Secret Service (made offi- 
cial in August 1964). It was not until 2013, 
says Landis, that he started to speak more 
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openly about his career in the U.S. Secret 
Service. (Over the subsequent years, he 
has been involved in real estate, machine 
products, and house painting.) 

For decades he avoided reading assess- 
ments of the assassination or the many 
conspiracy theories it generated. Then, 
in 2014, he read a book that was given 
to him (Six Seconds in Dallas), which 
alerted him to a key error in the official 
record — specifically, “The ‘Super Bul- 
let’ hadn’t been on Governor Connally’s 
stretcher in Trauma Room #2. I recog- 
nized it as the bullet I had found in the 
limo and placed next to President Ken- 
nedy’s feet in Trauma Room #1.” 

One step at a time, Landis goes through 
the developments he made in recent years 
before going public. 


Other Views 
Assassination theories abound, as this 
issue of The New American suggests. One 
prominent critic of the official conclusions 
— whose analysis does not dwell on the 
“single-bullet theory” — is Jacob Horn- 
berger, founder and president of the Future 
of Freedom Foundation, who has studied 
the JFK assassination for more than three 
decades and written five books on it. The 
most recent one (dated 2022) is entitled An 
Encounter With Evil. 

Hornberger’s blog also covers this topic 
regularly. A recent entry (prompted by the 
then-upcoming Landis book) points out 
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that the “magic bullet,” per the official 
account, “entered the back of Kennedy’s 
neck, exited the front of his neck, entered 
Connally’s back, broke some of Connal- 
ly’s ribs, exited his chest, entered his wrist 
and broke wrist bones, exited his wrist, 
and lodged in Connally’s thigh.” And it 
remained pristine. 

The Landis account, concludes Horn- 
berger, “if true, puts the quietus to what has 
gone down in history as the ‘magic-bullet’ 
theory, which is the core principle of the 
lone-nut theory of the assassination.” 

For the record, Hornberger goes well 
beyond Landis in his own conclusions — 
pointing, for example, to “evidence that 
establishes beyond a reasonable doubt” 
that there was a “fraudulent autopsy that 
was carried out by the military on the very 
evening of the assassination” and “the 
fraudulent copy of the Zapruder film that 
the CIA produced on the Sunday follow- 
ing the Friday assassination.” His exami- 
nations, and how he came to his beliefs, 
are comprehensive; they would undoubt- 
edly startle new readers. 

One admitted potential skeptic seems 
to have been converted by Landis and his 
account; this is all covered in a thorough 
piece in Vanity Fair (dated September 9, 
2023). It is written by James Robenalt, a 
Cleveland lawyer and the author of several 
books of history who also has researched 
the JFK assassination; he met with Landis 
more than a dozen times this past year. 

“T was won over by his integrity,” writes 
Robenalt, who says Landis’ account of 
what he witnessed in Dallas “remained 
consistent and unwavering.” The histori- 
an describes Landis as “vigorous,” a man 
who exercises daily and plays golf weekly. 
“He works a steady job as a security guard 
and a kind of welcome ambassador at the 
Cleveland History Center.” The Landis 
account, acknowledges Robenalt, “raises 
questions about whether there might have 
been a second gunman in Dallas that day.” 

Landis admits in The Final Witness 
that he had long accepted that the Warren 
Commission’s conclusions were accurate 
and true. He “always believed,” Landis 
told The New York Times not long ago, 
“that Lee Harvey Oswald was the lone 
gunman.” However, now he is “beginning 
to doubt.” 

One can think of doubt as an invitation 
to think. Hi 
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JFK: Not Globalist Enough 


JFK speaking... 
at Independence 


by William S. Hahn, 
CEO of The John Birch Society 


s Robert Welch, 
founder of The John 
Birch Society, pointed 


out in 1963, the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy 
was a product of the com- 
munist conspiracy, and those 
involved in this overall con- 
spiracy are well organized and 
use every contrived or natural 
crisis to advance their mission 
of worldwide domination. 

A major brain trust of this 
mission is the Council on 
Foreign Relations, of which 
Kennedy admitted being a member. 

Longtime readers of The New American may remember the 
efforts of this magazine, along with the staff of The John Birch 
Society, in tracking CFR members within presidential adminis- 
trations. The findings reflected an infection that had only grown 
worse since 1929. The only time it subsided, although not com- 
pletely, was under President Trump. 

The CFR publication Foreign Affairs carried an article by 
then-Senator John F. Kennedy in October 1957 titled “A Demo- 
crat Looks at Foreign Policy,” which signaled his bona fides to 
CFR leaders and other kingmakers. 

In part, he wrote, “Americans have always displayed a faith 
in self-enforcing moral principles and have hankered for apoca- 
lyptic solutions and fixed patterns; they must learn that most 
current issues in international politics do not encourage such 
unrealistic hopes. Many of the old conceptions of war and peace, 
friend and foe, victory and defeat, must be reshaped in the light 
of new realities.” 

“A pose of benign ‘neutrality’ or ‘non-intervention’ will not 
help us to advance the cause of our NATO allies or the Western 
position in general,” Kennedy continued. 

Once president, he used the occasion of his July 4, 1962 
speech at Independence Hall to promote the idea of a future 
“Declaration of Interdependence” and suggested that “Ameri- 
cans must learn to think intercontinentally.” 

The European Economic Community, a precursor to the Eu- 
ropean Union, replied that it was pleased with Kennedy’s call 
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for interdependence and looked 
forward to the time when a uni- 
fied Europe could lay the foun- 
dation for an “Atlantic partner- 
ship” that “takes into account a 
responsibility to the entire free 
world.” 

However, largely thanks to 
The John Birch Society, an At- 
lantic Union has not been real- 
ized, throwing off the timetable 
of Atlantic integration by many 
decades. 

So, if Kennedy was support- 
ing internationalism, why was 
he killed? We can see parallels 
in how government has been 
weaponized against President 
Trump. Both presidents appeared to be uncontrollable by the 
Deep State. Kennedy did not play nice with the CIA, didn’t up- 
hold the plan for a Vietnam War, didn’t thoroughly execute the 
Bay of Pigs, and walked away from those who wanted nuclear 
weapons to be used. In life, his usefulness to the Deep State had 
peaked. His death served as a launching pad for the communist 
plan of “civil rights” legislation that expanded the control and 
scope of the federal government for many decades to follow. 

Popular novelist Taylor Caldwell warned three weeks before 
the assassination that Kennedy’s life was in danger. She wrote, 
“I receive quite a number of pro-Communist and ‘Liberal’ peri- 
odicals [that] ... are wrathful against our President. It seems that 
they had expected him to overthrow the Constitution and set up 
a sort of crypto-Communist dictatorship. (They call it ‘prog- 
ress.”) He has disappointed them, and there is no canard too 
mean for them to print and no sneer too ugly for some of their 
pages.... This may come as a surprise to many of my Conserva- 
tive brothers and sisters. As that [Liberal] part of our national 
press is influenced from Moscow, it is easy to see the temper of 
many of them. And that temper can easily inflame madmen.... 
The mere thought of Mr. Kennedy being assassinated should 
make all of us shudder.” 

While there is still plenty of mystery surrounding Kennedy’s 
death, we know that it takes organization to make things hap- 
pen. It also takes organization to counter and overcome the op- 
position’s organization and right this Republic. That’s The John 
Birch Society. Join today at JBS.org. 
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to success in industry, and launched a movement that ultimately became the largest force against 
communism and collectivism in the entire world. (2020ed, 332pp) 


must-read introduction to The Federalist Papers, but it also HB (1/$19.95ea; 2-4/$18.95ea; 5-11/$15.95ea; 12-23/$12.95ea; 24+/$9.95ea) BKLWRWHB 
demonstrates the continuing relevance of the principles that PB (1/$14.95ea; 2-4/$13.95ea; 5-15/$10.95ea; 16-31/$8,95ea; 32+/$5.95ea) BKLWRWPB 
guided the Founders in creating the Constitution to the modern HB and PB set ($29.95ea) SETBKLWRW 


challenges of the Deep State that we continue to face today. (2023, 
454 pp + 72 pp) 

Paper back set ($37.99ea) 
Hard book set ($64.99ea) 


SETBKTFPB 


SETBKTFHE Historical Prints — Set of Six 


Includes three documents (Declaration of Independence, Bill 
of Rights, and Constitution), two paintings, and a Call to Arms 


The Constitution Is the Solution 
print. ($39.95ea) HISPRINTS 


Lecture Series w/ Manual & 
Lecture Guide CD + Lecture 
Materials Packet 


Most Americans are not taught what's in the Constitution, 

nor are they aware of its limitations on government that have helped make America great. 
With this lecture series from The John Birch Society, you can help teach this and lead con- 
cerned Americans into activism. Materials Packet includes: Agenda 21 and You booklet, 
Dollars & Sense booklet, Declaration of Independence/Constitution in pocket size, Republics 
e& Democracies booklet, A Republic, if You Can Keep It booklet, Restoring the Rights of the 
States/People booklet, Dollars & Sense DVD, Change It or Obey It? DVD, Overview of America 
DVD, and The JBS Agenda booklet (2017ed, 339 total minutes, 1-4/$45.00ea; 5-9/$35.00ea; 
10-19/$29.00ea; 20+/$22.00ea) DVDSCSCMP 
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Webster’s 1828 American Dictionary 
of the English Language 


Noah Webster’s dictionary defines words as they were understood 
during the Founding Era (making it a prerequisite to understanding 
America’s founding documents) and within a biblical context. Facsimile 
of the original. (2,000pp, hb, 1-4/$74.95ea; 5+/$70.95ea) BKD1828 


Birchtionary 

Designed for John Birch Society activists, this pocket-size booklet defines words 
and terms used by JBS members. Entries range from JBS “in-house” terminol- 
ogy to words pertaining to the globalist agenda that are relatively unknown 
to most Americans. Perfect for new members. (2018, 53pp, 1-9/$3.95ea; 
10-49/$3.70ea; 50-74/$3.45ea; 75-99/$3.20ea; 100-+/$2.95ea) BKLTJBSB 


or call 1-800-342-6491 2 
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ONYX On leg ance for 


your bath 
COLLECTION 


Showers & Lavatories 


The Onyx Collection manufactures 
showers and lavatories in Belvue, KS. 


We have over 4,500 active dealers 
throughout the United States that sell and 
install our products. 


Quality products, unique designs, our 
guarantee, and ease of installation have 
made us legends in this industry. 


Call us at: (800) 669-9867 


Kansas, USA 


105 Broadway St. Belvue, KS 66407 (phone) 800-669-9867 (fax) 800-393-6699 


www.onyxcollection.com 


